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THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

WE GIVE A WARM WELCOME TO THE VISITORS AND GUESTS AMONG US. 

WE PRAY THAT TODAY’S SERVICE IS A BLESSING TO YOU.  PLEASE COME AGAIN! 
 

The ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the glory of God. 
 
 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S SUPPER: We are celebrating the Sacrament of the Altar today.  

This is The Lord’s Table. As a church and body of Christians we believe this: 
  

We will be receiving the true body and blood of Jesus Christ, in, with and under, the bread and wine.  
  

When we receive Jesus’ true body and blood, we receive the forgiveness of sins. 
  

By communing together with our Lord and one another, we express a common belief  

that Jesus is in truth the Son of God, and our Savior; He is present in this Sacrament in a  

very real way; that Christ’s sacrificial death assures us of complete forgiveness of our sins;  

and that God is strengthening us in this Sacrament to live a life that honors God. 

  

If you share all these convictions, then you are welcome to come and celebrate the blessings 

of our Altar today. Please note that cups at the center of each tray are “non-alcoholic” wine for 

those who prefer such for medicinal and personal reasons. Pastor Erler is available before 

service if you have any questions. 
 

A NURSERY with an attendant is available during worship service.  You are welcome to use this 

service.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

PRAYERS FOR WORSHIP 

BEFORE WORSHIP 

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and in truth, I 

humbly pray that You would open my heart to the preaching of Your Word so that I may repent 

of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness.  Hear me 

for the sake of His name. Amen. 
 

BEFORE COMMUNING 

Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body 

and blood.  Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the 

salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live and reign with the Father 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

THANKSGIVING AFTER RECEIVING THE SACRAMENT 

Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and 

blood of Your Beloved Son, Jesus Christ.  Send Your Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth 

received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the 

forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord.  Amen. 
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Confession and Absolution  
 

866 Lord Jesus Christ, the Children’s Friend 

 

 

 
 

5 That all of us, Your children dear, 

By Christ redeemed, may Christ 

revere; 

Lead us in joy that all we do 

Will witness to our love for You. 

6 Then guard and keep us to the 

end, 

Secure in You, our gracious friend, 

That in Your heav’nly family 

We sing Your praise eternally. 
 
Text: Henry L. Lettermann, 1932–96 
Tune: William Knapp, 1698–1768 
Text: © 1982 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004564 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Please stand 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
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P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your 

will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 

Introit 
(Introit-is Latin for “entrance”, this is where the minister moves up to the altar. The words for the Introit come 

from the Psalms.) 

Your word is a lamp to my feet 

 and a light to my path. 

Forever, O LORD, your word 

 is firmly fixed in the heavens. 

Your faithfulness endures to all generations; 

 you have established the earth, and it stands fast. 

By your appointment they stand this day, 

 for all things are your servants. 

If your law had not been my delight, 

 I would have perished in my affliction. 

I will never forget your precepts, 

 for by them you have given me life. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Your word is a lamp to my feet 

 and a light to my path. 

 



5 
 

Kyrie 
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Gloria in Excelsis 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 
(Salutation and Collect-Before the collect, or prayer of the day, a salutation or a wish of blessing is shared between the Pastor and congregation. 

2 Timothy 4:22 “The Lord be with your spirit. Grace be with you.” The collects are a collection of prayers that have been used by the church 

throughout the years.) 

 

 

 
 
 

P Let us pray. 

O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant that we may 

love what You have commanded and desire what You promise, that among the 

many changes of this world our hearts may be fixed where true joys are found; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 
  

 

Please be seated 
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First Reading                                                 Acts 17:16-31 

Paul in Athens 

 16While Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked within him as 

he saw that the city was full of idols. 17So he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews 

and the devout persons, and in the marketplace every day with those who happened 

to be there. 18Some of the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers also conversed with him. 

And some said, “What does this babbler wish to say?” Others said, “He seems to be a 

preacher of foreign divinities”—because he was preaching Jesus and the resurrection. 
19And they took hold of him and brought him to the Areopagus, saying, “May we know 

what this new teaching is that you are presenting? 20For you bring some strange things 

to our ears. We wish to know therefore what these things mean.” 21Now all the 

Athenians and the foreigners who lived there would spend their time in nothing except 

telling or hearing something new. 

Paul Addresses the Areopagus 

 22So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: “Men of Athens, I 

perceive that in every way you are very religious. 23For as I passed along and observed 

the objects of your worship, I found also an altar with this inscription, ‘To the unknown 

god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24The God who 

made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in 

temples made by man, 25nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed 

anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything. 26And he 

made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having 

determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place, 27that they 

should seek God, in the hope that they might feel their way toward him and find him. 

Yet he is actually not far from each one of us, 28for 

“‘In him we live and move and have our being’; 

as even some of your own poets have said, 

“‘For we are indeed his offspring.’ 

29Being then God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being is like gold or 

silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of man. 30The times of 

ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 
31because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a 

man whom he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him 

from the dead.” 
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 A This is the Word of the Lord. 

 C  Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual  
(Gradual-Latin for “steps” since we are leading up to the Gospel, this is a quote from scripture.) 

Christ has risen from the dead. 

 [God the Father] has crowned him with glory and honor. 

He has given him dominion over the works of his hands; 

 he has put all things under his feet. 

Epistle                                  1 Peter 3:13-22 
 

 13Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? 14But even if 

you should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, 

nor be troubled, 15but in your hearts regard Christ the Lord as holy, always being 

prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is 

in you; 16yet do it with gentleness and respect, having a good conscience, so that, when 

you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame. 
17For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that should be God’s will, than for doing 

evil. 

 18For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he 

might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, 19in 

which he went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, 20because they formerly did not 

obey, when God’s patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being 

prepared, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through water. 
21Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the 

body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, 

authorities, and powers having been subjected to him. 
  

    A   This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Please stand 
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Alleluia and Verse  

 

 
 
 

Holy Gospel                  John 14:15-21 
(Gospel Lesson-words of Christ or words about his life. We stand and sing the versicles which were used as 

passwords in the early church. Matthew 22:15-21) 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter. 

 

 
 

Jesus Promises the Holy Spirit 

 15[Jesus said:] “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16And I will ask 

the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, 17even the Spirit 

of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. 

You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you. 

 18“I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19Yet a little while and the 

world will see me no more, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20In 

that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21Whoever 

has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves me 

will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him.” 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

Please be seated 
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862 Oh, Blest the House 

 

 

 
 

Text: Christoph Carl Ludwig von Pfeil, 1712–84; (sts. 1–2, 4–5): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.; (st. 3): tr. Evangelical Lutheran Hymnal, 1880, Columbus 
Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1535, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon 
 

 

Offering 
 

Please stand 
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Apostles' Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

     the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

 
 

 

Prayer of the Church 

The Pastor will end each petition with the phrase, "Lord in your mercy." 

The Congregation will respond, "Hear our prayer." 
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Service of the Sacrament 

 

Preface 
(Preface-Sharing of the blessing and introduces us to the Eucharist, Greek for “Thanksgiving.”) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

P  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially are 

we bound to praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus 

Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the 

world. By His dying He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has 

restored to us everlasting life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and 

with all the witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all 

the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 

praising You and saying: 
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Sanctus 
(Sanctus-Latin for “holy” and comes from Is. 6:2-3 “Above him were seraphs, each with six wings: With two 

wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying. And they were 

calling to one another: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory” and Mt. 21:9 

The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” “Blessed is 

he who comes in the name of the Lord!” “Hosanna in the highest!) 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be 

our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the 

all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 

forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to 

eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us 

together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 

marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive 

our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, 

and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Lord's Prayer 
 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

     as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

     as we forgive those 

     who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord  

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

Pax Domini 
(Pax Domini-means “Peace of God.” Jn. 20:19 “On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples 

were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace 

be with you!”) 
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Agnus Dei  
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please be seated 
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Distribution 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please note: 

St. Mark Lutheran Church is a congregation and a body of Christians believing firmly God’s Word which says that in Holy 

Communion we truly and really receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus as we receive the earthly elements of bread and 

wine.  His body and blood are not symbolically present or spiritually received, but real and tangible in the bread and wine, with the 

bread and wine, under the bread and wine by the authority of Jesus’ words, and given to us as His pledge of love and forgiveness. 

 

Holy Communion is a gift of God intended for those who have been baptized and confirmed in the Christian 

Faith.  Within our Lutheran Church, we ask that a confirmation be done according to our Lutheran understanding.  It is 

imperative, according to 1 Corinthians 11:27-29, for a communicant to spiritually examine himself before coming to the 

Lord’s Table. 

 

A brief examination would include answering “Yes” to the following five questions: 

Do you believe that you are a sinner by nature and by choice? 

Are you truly sorry for your sins? 

Do you believe Jesus Christ is your Lord and Savior from sin Who graciously forgives your sins? 

Do you intend, by the power of the Holy Spirit to make the needed changes in your sinful life? 

Do you believe you receive the true body and blood of Jesus in, with, and under the bread and wine? 
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618 I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677–1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr. 
Tune: Emskirchner Choral-Buch, 1756, Leipzig 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004564 
Tune: Public domain 

 
 
 

Please stand 
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Thank the Lord 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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Benediction 

 

 
 

 

On What Has Now Been Sown 

 

 

 
 

Text: John Newton, 1725–1807, alt. 
Tune: John Darwall, 1731–89 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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