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Confession and Absolution 

 

347 Comfort, Comfort Ye My People 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Johann Olearius, 1611–84; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Please stand 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Psalm Psalm 146 
 

Do Not Put Your Trust in Princes 
1Praise the LORD! 
   Praise the LORD, O my soul! 
2I will praise the LORD as long as I live; 
 I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 
3Put not your trust in princes, 
 in a son of man, in whom there is no salvation. 
4When his breath departs he returns to the earth; 
 on that very day his plans perish. 
5Blessèd is he whose help is the God of Jacob, 
 whose hope is in the LORD his God, 
6who made heaven and earth, 

  the sea, and all that is in them, 
   who keeps faith forever; 
7who executes justice for the oppressed, 
 who gives food to the hungry. 

  The LORD sets the prisoners free; 
8the LORD opens the eyes of the blind. 
  The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; 
  the LORD loves the righteous. 
9The LORD watches over the sojourners; 

  he upholds the widow and the fatherless, 
   but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 
10The LORD will reign forever, 
   your God, O Zion, to all generations. Praise the LORD! 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 
  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins 

which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live 

and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C  Amen. 

 

Holy Gospel Luke 1:26–38 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

Birth of Jesus Foretold 

 26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee 

named Nazareth, 27to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the 

house of David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, 

“Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29But she was greatly troubled at the 

saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30And the angel said to 

her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And behold, you will 

conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32He will be 

great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him 

the throne of his father David, 33and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and 

of his kingdom there will be no end.” 

 34And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 

 35And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 

power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be 

called holy—the Son of God. 36And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has 

also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. 37For 

nothing will be impossible with God.” 38And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the 

Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her. 
   

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Please be seated 
 

 

332 Savior of the Nations, Come 

 

 

 
 

5 God the Father was His source, 

Back to God He ran His course. 

Into hell His road went down, 

Back then to His throne and crown. 

 

6 For You are the Father’s Son 

Who in flesh the vict’ry won. 

By Your mighty pow’r make whole 

All our ills of flesh and soul. 

7 From the manger newborn light 

Shines in glory through the night. 

Darkness there no more resides; 

In this light faith now abides. 

 

8.   Glory to the Father sing, 

      Glory to the Son, our king, 

      Glory to the Spirit be 

      Now and through eternity. 

 

 
Text: attr. Ambrose of Milan, 340–397; German version, Martin Luther, 1483–1546; (sts. 1–2): tr. William M. Reynolds, 1812–76; (sts. 3, 6): tr. Lutheran Service 
Book, 2006; (sts. 4–5, 8): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001; (st. 7): tr. Gifford A. Grobien, 1973 
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter 
Text (sts. 3, 6–7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 4–5, 8): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004564 
Text (sts. 1–2) and tune: Public domain 
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Sermon 

 

Offering 
 

Please stand 
 

Apostles' Creed 
  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

     the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



7 
 

Prayer of the Church 

 

Lord's Prayer 
  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
     as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
     as we forgive those 
     who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

Benediction 
  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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336 Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt. 
Tune: Thomas Olivers, 1725–99 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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