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Confession and Absolution 

 

376 Once in Royal David’s City 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Cecil F. Alexander, 1818–95, alt. 
Tune: Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805–76 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

 

Please stand 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Service of the Word 
 

Psalm Psalm 72:1-7 
 

Give the King Your Justice 

1Give the king your justice, O God, 

 and your righteousness to the royal son! 
2May he judge your people with righteousness, 

 and your poor with justice! 
3Let the mountains bear prosperity for the people, 

 and the hills, in righteousness! 
4May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, 

 give deliverance to the children of the needy, 

 and crush the oppressor! 

5May they fear you while the sun endures, 

 and as long as the moon, throughout all generations! 
6May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass, 

 like showers that water the earth! 
7In his days may the righteous flourish, 

 and peace abound, till the moon be no more! 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P    Let us pray. 

      Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, that   

      by His coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through the same  

      Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,  

      now and forever. 

 

C  Amen. 

 

 

 

 



4 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 1:18-25 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

The Birth of Jesus Christ 

 18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had 

been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child 

from the Holy Spirit. 19And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put 

her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20But as he considered these things, 

behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of 

David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from 

the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save 

his people from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by 

the prophet: 

23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

 and they shall call his name Immanuel” 

(which means, God with us). 24When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of 

the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25but knew her not until she had given 

birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus. 
   

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

 

 

 

 

Please be seated 
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352 Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord 

 

 

 
 

5 Bruise for me the serpent’s head 

That, set free from doubt and dread, 

I may cling to You in faith, 

Safely kept through life and death. 

 

6 Then when You will come again 

As the glorious king to reign, 

I with joy will see Your face, 

Freely ransomed by Your grace. 

 
Text: Heinrich Held, 1620–59; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



6 
 

Sermon 

 

Offering 
 

Please stand 
 

Apostles' Creed 
  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

     the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
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Prayer of the Church 

 

Lord's Prayer 
  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
     as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
     as we forgive those 
     who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

Benediction 
  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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341 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Georg Weissel, 1590–1635; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: August Lemke, 1820–1913 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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