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THIRTEENTH SUNDAY OF PENTECOST 

WE GIVE A WARM WELCOME TO THE VISITORS AND GUESTS AMONG US. 

WE PRAY THAT TODAY’S SERVICE IS A BLESSING TO YOU.  PLEASE COME AGAIN! 
 

The ALTAR FLOWERS are given by the March family, in celebration of Jaimee’s birthday. 
 
 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S SUPPER: We are celebrating the Sacrament of the Altar today.  

This is The Lord’s Table. As a church and body of Christians we believe this: 
  

We will be receiving the true body and blood of Jesus Christ, in, with and under, the bread and wine.  
  

When we receive Jesus’ true body and blood, we receive the forgiveness of sins. 
  

By communing together with our Lord and one another, we express a common belief  

that Jesus is in truth the Son of God, and our Savior; He is present in this Sacrament in a  

very real way; that Christ’s sacrificial death assures us of complete forgiveness of our sins;  

and that God is strengthening us in this Sacrament to live a life that honors God. 

  

If you share all these convictions, then you are welcome to come and celebrate the blessings 

of our Altar today. Please note that cups at the center of each tray are “non-alcoholic” wine for 

those who prefer such for medicinal and personal reasons. Pastor Erler is available before 

service if you have any questions. 
 

A NURSERY with an attendant is available during worship service.  You are welcome to use this 

service.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

PRAYERS FOR WORSHIP 

BEFORE WORSHIP 

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and in truth, I 

humbly pray that You would open my heart to the preaching of Your Word so that I may repent 

of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness.  Hear me 

for the sake of His name. Amen. 
 

BEFORE COMMUNING 

Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body 

and blood.  Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the 

salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live and reign with the Father 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

THANKSGIVING AFTER RECEIVING THE SACRAMENT 

Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and 

blood of Your Beloved Son, Jesus Christ.  Send Your Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth 

received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the 

forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord.  Amen. 
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Confession and Absolution 
(Confession and Absolution-We confess our various sins and then the minister announces the forgiveness of sins that we have 

in Christ. Comes from 1 John 1:8-9, “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we 

confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”) 

 

427 In the Cross of Christ I Glory 

 

 

 
 

Text: John Bowring, 1792–1872 

Tune: Ithamar Conkey, 1815–67 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Please stand 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

 

 

 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
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P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your 

will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 

Introit  
(Introit-is Latin for “entrance”, this is where the minister moves up to the altar. The words for the Introit come 

from the Psalms.) 

Make me understand the way of your precepts, 

 and I will meditate on your wondrous works. 

My soul melts away for sorrow; 

 strengthen me according to your word! 

Put false ways far from me 

 and graciously teach me your law! 

I have chosen the way of faithfulness; 

 I set your just decrees before me. 

I cling to your testimonies, O LORD; 

 let me not be put to shame! 

I will run in the way of your commandments 

 when you enlarge my heart! 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Make me understand the way of your precepts, 

 and I will meditate on your wondrous works. 
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Kyrie 
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This is the Feast  
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 
(Salutation and Collect-Before the collect, or prayer of the day, a salutation or a wish of blessing is shared between the Pastor and 

congregation. 2 Timothy 4:22 “The Lord be with your spirit. Grace be with you.” The collects are a collection of prayers that have been 

used by the church throughout the years.) 

 

 

 
 

P Let us pray. 

O merciful Lord, You did not spare Your only Son but delivered Him up for us all. 

Grant us courage and strength to take up the cross and follow Him, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Please be seated 
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Old Testament Reading                   Deuteronomy 30:15–20 
(Old Testament-A reading of God’s dealings with His people in the past.) 

 

15“See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil. 16If you obey the 

commandments of the LORD your God that I command you today, by loving the LORD 

your God, by walking in his ways, and by keeping his commandments and his statutes 

and his rules, then you shall live and multiply, and the LORD your God will bless you in 

the land that you are entering to take possession of it. 17But if your heart turns away, 

and you will not hear, but are drawn away to worship other gods and serve them, 18I 

declare to you today, that you shall surely perish. You shall not live long in the land 

that you are going over the Jordan to enter and possess. 19I call heaven and earth to 

witness against you today, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and curse. 

Therefore choose life, that you and your offspring may live, 20loving the LORD your God, 

obeying his voice and holding fast to him, for he is your life and length of days, that 

you may dwell in the land that the LORD swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, 

and to Jacob, to give them.” 

  

 A This is the Word of the Lord. 

 C  Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual 
(Gradual-Latin for “steps” since we are leading up to the Gospel, this is a quote from scripture.) 

Fear the LORD, you his saints, 

 for those who fear him lack nothing! 

Many are the afflictions of the righteous, 

 but the LORD delivers him out of them all. 
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Epistle Reading        Philemon 1–21 

Greeting 

 1Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, 

 To Philemon our beloved fellow worker 2and Apphia our sister and Archippus our 

fellow soldier, and the church in your house: 

 3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Philemon’s Love and Faith 

 4I thank my God always when I remember you in my prayers, 5because I hear of 

your love and of the faith that you have toward the Lord Jesus and all the saints, 6and I 

pray that the sharing of your faith may become effective for the full knowledge of 

every good thing that is in us for the sake of Christ. 7For I have derived much joy and 

comfort from your love, my brother, because the hearts of the saints have been 

refreshed through you. 

Paul’s Plea for Onesimus 

 8Accordingly, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do what is 

required, 9yet for love’s sake I prefer to appeal to you—I, Paul, an old man and now a 

prisoner also for Christ Jesus— 10I appeal to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I 

became in my imprisonment. 11(Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed 

useful to you and to me.) 12I am sending him back to you, sending my very heart. 13I 

would have been glad to keep him with me, in order that he might serve me on your 

behalf during my imprisonment for the gospel, 14but I preferred to do nothing without 

your consent in order that your goodness might not be by compulsion but of your own 

free will. 15For this perhaps is why he was parted from you for a while, that you might 

have him back forever, 16no longer as a slave but more than a slave, as a beloved 

brother—especially to me, but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the 

Lord. 

 17So if you consider me your partner, receive him as you would receive me. 18If he 

has wronged you at all, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. 19I, Paul, 

write this with my own hand: I will repay it—to say nothing of your owing me even 

your own self. 20Yes, brother, I want some benefit from you in the Lord. Refresh my 

heart in Christ. 

 21Confident of your obedience, I write to you, knowing that you will do even more 

than I say. 

   A  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 



10 
 

Please stand 

 

Alleluia and Verse  

 

 
 

Holy Gospel         Luke 14:25-35 
(Gospel Lesson-words of Christ or words about his life. We stand and sing the versicles which were used as 

passwords in the early church. Matthew 22:15-21) 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fourteenth chapter. 

 
 

The Cost of Discipleship 

 25Now great crowds accompanied [Jesus], and he turned and said to them, 26“If 

anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and 

children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. 
27Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple. 28For 

which of you, desiring to build a tower, does not first sit down and count the cost, 

whether he has enough to complete it? 29Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and 

is not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock him, 30saying, ‘This man began to 

build and was not able to finish.’ 31Or what king, going out to encounter another king 

in war, will not sit down first and deliberate whether he is able with ten thousand to 

meet him who comes against him with twenty thousand? 32And if not, while the other 

is yet a great way off, he sends a delegation and asks for terms of peace. 33So 

therefore, any one of you who does not renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple. 

Salt Without Taste Is Worthless 

 34“Salt is good, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? 35It 

is of no use either for the soil or for the manure pile. It is thrown away. He who has 

ears to hear, let him hear.” 
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P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

707 Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways  
 

 

 
 

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, alt. 

Tune: William H. Havergal, 1793–1870 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

Sermon 

 

Offering 

 

Please stand 
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Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

     and of all things visible and invisible. 

 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

     and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayer of the Church 

  

The Pastor will end each petition with the phrase, "Lord in your mercy." 

The Congregation will respond, "Hear our prayer." 

 

Service of the Sacrament 

 

Preface 
(Preface-Sharing of the blessing and introduces us to the Eucharist, Greek for “Thanksgiving.”) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 

we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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Sanctus 

(Sanctus-Latin for “holy” and comes from Is. 6:2-3 “Above him were seraphs, each with six wings: With two 

wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying. And they were 

calling to one another: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory” and Mt. 21:9 

The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” “Blessed is 

he who comes in the name of the Lord!” “Hosanna in the highest!) 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be 

our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the 

all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 

forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to 

eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us 

together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 

marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive 

our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, 

and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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The Words of Our Lord  

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until 

He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat 

and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, 

Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your 

ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in 

Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

 

Lord's Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

     as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

     as we forgive those 

     who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
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Pax Domini 
(Pax Domini-means “Peace of God.” Jn. 20:19 “On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples 

were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace 

be with you!”) 

 

 

 
 

Agnus Dei  
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Please be seated 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Distribution 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please note: 

St. Mark Lutheran Church is a congregation and a body of Christians believing firmly God’s Word which says 

that in Holy Communion we truly and really receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus as we receive the 

earthly elements of bread and wine.  His body and blood are not symbolically present or spiritually received, but real 

and tangible in the bread and wine, with the bread and wine, under the bread and wine by the authority of Jesus’ words, 

and given to us as His pledge of love and forgiveness. 

 

Holy Communion is a gift of God intended for those who have been baptized and confirmed in the 

Christian Faith.  Within our Lutheran Church, we ask that a confirmation be done according to our Lutheran 

understanding.  It is imperative, according to 1 Corinthians 11:27-29, for a communicant to spiritually 

examine himself before coming to the Lord’s Table. 

 

A brief examination would include answering “Yes” to the following five questions: 

Do you believe that you are a sinner by nature and by choice? 

Are you truly sorry for your sins? 

Do you believe Jesus Christ is your Lord and Savior from sin Who graciously forgives your sins? 

Do you intend, by the power of the Holy Spirit to make the needed changes in your sinful life? 

Do you believe you receive the true body and blood of Jesus in, with, and under the bread and wine? 
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633 At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing  
 

 

 

 

 

5 Mighty Victim from the sky, 

Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath You 

lie; 

You have conquered in the fight, 

You have brought us life and light. 

    Alleluia! 

 

6 Now no more can death appall, 

Now no more the grave enthrall; 

You have opened paradise, 

And Your saints in You shall rise. 

    Alleluia! 

 

7 Easter triumph, Easter joy! 

This alone can sin destroy; 

From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free, 

Newborn souls in You to be. 

    Alleluia! 

 

 8 Father, who the crown shall give, 

Savior, by whose death we live, 

Spirit, guide through all our days: 

Three in One, Your name we 

praise. 

    Alleluia! 
 

Text: Latin, c. 5th–10th cent.; tr. Robert Campbell, 1814–68, alt. 

Tune: Kirchengeseng, 1566, Ivancice 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 
 

 

Please stand 
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Thank the Lord 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

  
 

Benediction  
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Please be seated 

 

918 Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: William Williams, 1717–91, abr.; (st. 1): tr. Peter Williams, 1722–96, alt.; (sts. 2–3): tr. William Williams, 1717–91 

Tune: John Hughes, 1873–1932 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

 

 

Acknowledgments 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard 

Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. 

 


