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FOURTEENTH SUNDAY OF PENTECOST 
 

WE GIVE A WARM WELCOME TO THE VISITORS AND GUESTS AMONG US. 

WE PRAY THAT TODAY’S SERVICE IS A BLESSING TO YOU.  PLEASE COME AGAIN! 
 

The ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the glory of God. 
 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S SUPPER: We are celebrating the Sacrament of the Altar today.  

This is The Lord’s Table. As a church and body of Christians we believe this: 
  

We will be receiving the true body and blood of Jesus Christ, in, with and under, the bread and wine.  
  

When we receive Jesus’ true body and blood, we receive the forgiveness of sins. 
  

By communing together with our Lord and one another, we express a common belief  

that Jesus is in truth the Son of God, and our Savior; He is present in this Sacrament in a  

very real way; that Christ’s sacrificial death assures us of complete forgiveness of our sins;  

and that God is strengthening us in this Sacrament to live a life that honors God. 

  

If you share all these convictions, then you are welcome to come and celebrate the blessings 

of our Altar today. Please note that cups at the center of each tray are “non-alcoholic” wine for 

those who prefer such for medicinal and personal reasons. Pastor Erler is available before 

service if you have any questions. 
 

A NURSERY with an attendant is available during worship service.  You are welcome to use this 

service.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

PRAYERS FOR WORSHIP 

BEFORE WORSHIP 

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and in truth, I 

humbly pray that You would open my heart to the preaching of Your Word so that I may repent 

of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness.  Hear me 

for the sake of His name. Amen. 
 

BEFORE COMMUNING 

Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body 

and blood.  Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the 

salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live and reign with the Father 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

THANKSGIVING AFTER RECEIVING THE SACRAMENT 

Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and 

blood of Your Beloved Son, Jesus Christ.  Send Your Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth 

received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the 

forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord.  Amen. 
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Confession and Absolution  

 

710 The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want  

 

 

 
 
Text: The Psalms of David in Meeter, 1650, Edinburgh 
Tune: William Gardiner, 1770–1853 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Please stand 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
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P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your 

will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Service of the Word 

Introit 

(Introit-is Latin for “entrance”, this is where the minister moves up to the altar. The words 

for the Introit come from the Psalms.) 

You have turned for me my mourning into dancing; 

 O LORD my God, I will give thanks to you forever! 

O LORD my God, I cried to you for help, 

 and you have healed me. 

O LORD, you have brought up my soul from Sheol; 

 you restored me to life from among those who go down to the pit. 

Sing praises to the LORD, O you his saints, 

 and give thanks to his holy name. 

For his anger is but for a moment, and his favor is for a lifetime. 

 Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy comes with the morning. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

You have turned for me my mourning into dancing; 

 O LORD my God, I will give thanks to you forever! 
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Kyrie 
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Gloria in Excelsis 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 
(Salutation and Collect-Before the collect, or prayer of the day, a salutation or a wish of blessing is shared between the Pastor and 

congregation. 2 Timothy 4:22 “The Lord be with your spirit. Grace be with you.” The collects are a collection of prayers that have been 

used by the church throughout the years.) 

 

 

 
. 

P Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus, You are the Good Shepherd, without whom nothing is secure. Rescue 

and preserve us that we may not be lost forever but follow You, rejoicing in the way 

that leads to eternal life; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 

 

Please be seated 
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Old Testament Reading            Ezekiel 34:11–24 
(Old Testament-A reading of God’s dealings with His people in the past.) 

 

The Lord GOD Will Seek Them Out 

 11“For thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep and will 

seek them out. 12As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep that 

have been scattered, so will I seek out my sheep, and I will rescue them from all places 

where they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 13And I will 

bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring 

them into their own land. And I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the 

ravines, and in all the inhabited places of the country. 14I will feed them with good 

pasture, and on the mountain heights of Israel shall be their grazing land. There they 

shall lie down in good grazing land, and on rich pasture they shall feed on the 

mountains of Israel. 15I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I myself will make 

them lie down, declares the Lord GOD. 16I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the 

strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, and the fat and 

the strong I will destroy. I will feed them in justice. 

 17“As for you, my flock, thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I judge between sheep 

and sheep, between rams and male goats. 18Is it not enough for you to feed on the 

good pasture, that you must tread down with your feet the rest of your pasture; and to 

drink of clear water, that you must muddy the rest of the water with your feet? 19And 

must my sheep eat what you have trodden with your feet, and drink what you have 

muddied with your feet? 

 20“Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: Behold, I, I myself will judge 

between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. 21Because you push with side and shoulder, 

and thrust at all the weak with your horns, till you have scattered them abroad, 22I will 

rescue my flock; they shall no longer be a prey. And I will judge between sheep and 

sheep. 23And I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed 

them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. 24And I, the LORD, will be their God, 

and my servant David shall be prince among them. I am the LORD; I have spoken.” 

 

 A This is the Word of the Lord. 

 C  Thanks be to God. 
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Gradual  
(Gradual-Latin for “steps” since we are leading up to the Gospel, this is a quote from scripture.) 

Fear the LORD, you his saints, 

 for those who fear him lack nothing! 

Many are the afflictions of the righteous, 

 but the LORD delivers him out of them all. 

Epistle                 1 Timothy 1:5–17 
 
5The aim of our charge is love that issues from a pure heart and a good conscience and 

a sincere faith. 6Certain persons, by swerving from these, have wandered away into vain 

discussion, 7desiring to be teachers of the law, without understanding either what they 

are saying or the things about which they make confident assertions. 

 8Now we know that the law is good, if one uses it lawfully, 9understanding this, 

that the law is not laid down for the just but for the lawless and disobedient, for the 

ungodly and sinners, for the unholy and profane, for those who strike their fathers and 

mothers, for murderers, 10the sexually immoral, men who practice homosexuality, 

enslavers, liars, perjurers, and whatever else is contrary to sound doctrine, 11in 

accordance with the glorious gospel of the blessed God with which I have been 

entrusted. 

Christ Jesus Came to Save Sinners 

 12I thank him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our Lord, because he 

judged me faithful, appointing me to his service, 13though formerly I was a blasphemer, 

persecutor, and insolent opponent. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly 

in unbelief, 14and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that 

are in Christ Jesus. 15The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that 

Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost. 16But I 

received mercy for this reason, that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display 

his perfect patience as an example to those who were to believe in him for eternal life. 
17To the King of ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand 
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Alleluia and Verse  

 
 

 

Holy Gospel         Luke 15:1-10 
(Gospel Lesson-words of Christ or words about his life. We stand and sing the versicles which were used as 

passwords in the early church. Matthew 22:15-21) 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fifteenth chapter. 

 
 

The Parable of the Lost Sheep 

 1Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear [Jesus]. 2And 

the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats 

with them.” 

 3So he told them this parable: 4“What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he 

has lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open country, and go after 

the one that is lost, until he finds it? 5And when he has found it, he lays it on his 

shoulders, rejoicing. 6And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and his 

neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.’ 
7Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than 

over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 

The Parable of the Lost Coin 

 8“Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not light a 

lamp and sweep the house and seek diligently until she finds it? 9And when she has 

found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I 

have found the coin that I had lost.’ 10Just so, I tell you, there is joy before the angels of 

God over one sinner who repents.” 

 

 



11 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
  

Please be seated 
 

609 Jesus Sinners Doth Receive  

 

 

 

 
 
 

5 Oh, how blest it is to know: 

Were as scarlet my transgression, 

It shall be as white as snow 

By Thy blood and bitter passion; 

For these words I now believe: 

Jesus sinners doth receive. 

6 Now my conscience is at peace; 

From the Law I stand acquitted. 

Christ hath purchased my release 

And my ev’ry sin remitted. 

Naught remains my soul to grieve: 

Jesus sinners doth receive. 
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7 Jesus sinners doth receive; 

Also I have been forgiven; 

And when I this earth must leave, 

I shall find an open heaven. 

Dying, still to Him I cleave: 

Jesus sinners doth receive. 
 
 
Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; Erdmann Neumeister, 1671–1756 
Tune: Neu-verfertigtes Darmstädtisches Gesang-Buch, 1699, Darmstadt 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

 

Sermon 

 

Offering 

 

Please stand 
 

Apostles' Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

     the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
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Prayer of the Church 

The Pastor will end each petition with the phrase, "Lord in your mercy." 

The Congregation will respond, "Hear our prayer." 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 
(Preface-Sharing of the blessing and introduces us to the Eucharist, Greek for “Thanksgiving.”) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious 

resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and 

archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 

name, evermore praising You and saying: 



14 
 

Sanctus 

(Sanctus-Latin for “holy” and comes from Is. 6:2-3 “Above him were seraphs, each with six wings: With two 

wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying. And they were 

calling to one another: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory” and Mt. 21:9 

The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” “Blessed is 

he who comes in the name of the Lord!” “Hosanna in the highest!) 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be 

our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the 

all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 

forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to 

eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us 

together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 

marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive 

our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, 

and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Lord's Prayer 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

     as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

     as we forgive those 

     who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini 
(Pax Domini-means “Peace of God.” Jn. 20:19 “On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples 

were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace 

be with you!”) 
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Agnus Dei  

 
 

 

Please be seated 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please note: 

St. Mark Lutheran Church is a congregation and a body of Christians believing firmly God’s Word which 

says that in Holy Communion we truly and really receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus as we 

receive the earthly elements of bread and wine.  His body and blood are not symbolically present or spiritually 

received, but real and tangible in the bread and wine, with the bread and wine, under the bread and wine by the 

authority of Jesus’ words, and given to us as His pledge of love and forgiveness. 

 

Holy Communion is a gift of God intended for those who have been baptized and confirmed in 

the Christian Faith.  Within our Lutheran Church, we ask that a confirmation be done according to our 

Lutheran understanding.  It is imperative, according to 1 Corinthians 11:27-29, for a communicant to 

spiritually examine himself before coming to the Lord’s Table. 

 

A brief examination would include answering “Yes” to the following five questions: 

Do you believe that you are a sinner by nature and by choice? 

Are you truly sorry for your sins? 

Do you believe Jesus Christ is your Lord and Savior from sin Who graciously forgives your sins? 

Do you intend, by the power of the Holy Spirit to make the needed changes in your sinful life? 

Do you believe you receive the true body and blood of Jesus in, with, and under the bread and wine? 
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Distribution 

 

636 Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Johann Franck, 1618–77; (sts. 1, 4): tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978; (sts. 2–3): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 
Text (sts. 1, 4): © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004564 
Text (sts. 2–3) and tune: Public domain 
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Please stand 

 

 

Thank the Lord 
 

 
 
 

 

Post-Communion Collect 
 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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Benediction  

 

 

 
 
Please be seated 

 

839 O Christ, Our True and Only Light 

 

 

 
 
Text: Johann Heermann, 1585–1647; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Andächtige Haus-Kirche, 1676, Nürnberg 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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