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LAST SUNDAY OF THE CHURCH YEAR 
 

WE GIVE A WARM WELCOME TO THE VISITORS AND GUESTS AMONG US. 

WE PRAY THAT TODAY’S SERVICE IS A BLESSING TO YOU.  PLEASE COME AGAIN! 
 

The ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the glory of God. 
 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S SUPPER: We are celebrating the Sacrament of the Altar today.  

This is The Lord’s Table. As a church and body of Christians we believe this: 
  

We will be receiving the true body and blood of Jesus Christ, in, with and under, the bread and wine.  
  

When we receive Jesus’ true body and blood, we receive the forgiveness of sins. 
  

By communing together with our Lord and one another, we express a common belief  

that Jesus is in truth the Son of God, and our Savior; He is present in this Sacrament in a  

very real way; that Christ’s sacrificial death assures us of complete forgiveness of our sins;  

and that God is strengthening us in this Sacrament to live a life that honors God. 

  

If you share all these convictions, then you are welcome to come and celebrate the blessings 

of our Altar today. Please note that cups at the center of each tray are “non-alcoholic” wine for 

those who prefer such for medicinal and personal reasons. Pastor Erler is available before 

service if you have any questions. 
 

A NURSERY with an attendant is available during worship service.  You are welcome to use this 

service.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

PRAYERS FOR WORSHIP 

BEFORE WORSHIP 

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and in truth, I 

humbly pray that You would open my heart to the preaching of Your Word so that I may repent 

of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness.  Hear me 

for the sake of His name. Amen. 
 

BEFORE COMMUNING 

Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body 

and blood.  Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the 

salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live and reign with the Father 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

THANKSGIVING AFTER RECEIVING THE SACRAMENT 

Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and 

blood of Your Beloved Son, Jesus Christ.  Send Your Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth 

received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the 

forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord.  Amen. 
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Confession and Absolution 

(Confession and Absolution-We confess our various sins and then the minister announces 

the forgiveness of sins that we have in Christ. Comes from 1 John 1:8-9, “If we claim to be 

without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is 

faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”) 

 

506 Glory Be to God the Father 

 

 

 

 
 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 
Please stand 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
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P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your 

will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children 

and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us 

our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, 

and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 

C Amen. 

 

Service of the Word 

 

Introit  

(Introit-is Latin for “entrance”, this is where the minister moves up to the altar. The words 

for the Introit come from the Psalms.) 

  

We are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, 

 the home of righteousness. 

O LORD, make me know my end and what is the measure of my days; 

 let me know how fleeting I am! 

Behold, you have made my days a few handbreadths, 

 and my lifetime is as nothing before you. 

And now, O Lord, for what do I wait? 

 My hope is in you. 

Deliver me from all my transgressions. 

 Do not make me the scorn of the fool! 

Hear my prayer, O LORD, and give ear to my cry; 

 hold not your peace at my tears! 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

We are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, 

 the home of righteousness. 
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Kyrie 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

(Salutation and Collect-Before the collect, or prayer of the day, a salutation or a wish of blessing is shared 

between the Pastor and congregation. 2 Timothy 4:22 “The Lord be with your spirit. Grace be with you.” 

The collects are a collection of prayers that have been used by the church throughout the years.) 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus Christ, so govern our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that, ever 

mindful of Your glorious return, we may persevere in both faith and holiness of 

living; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 
 

C Amen. 

 

Please be seated 

 

First Reading Isaiah 51:4–6 

(Old Testament-A reading of God’s dealings with His people in the past.) 
 

4“Give attention to me, my people, 

 and give ear to me, my nation; 

for a law will go out from me, 

 and I will set my justice for a light to the peoples. 
5My righteousness draws near, 

 my salvation has gone out, 

 and my arms will judge the peoples; 

the coastlands hope for me, 

 and for my arm they wait. 
6Lift up your eyes to the heavens, 

 and look at the earth beneath; 

for the heavens vanish like smoke, 

 the earth will wear out like a garment, 

 and they who dwell in it will die in like manner; 

but my salvation will be forever, 

 and my righteousness will never be dismayed.” 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Gradual  
(Gradual-Latin for “steps” since we are leading up to the Gospel, this is a quote from scripture.) 
  

These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. 

 They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 

Blessed are those whose strength is in you, 

 in whose heart are the highways to Zion. 
 
Epistle Jude 1:20–25 
(Epistle-“Letter,” texts taken from the various letter books of the New Testament. We 
remain seated during this reading because we are being instructed.) 
 

 20But you, beloved, build yourselves up in your most holy faith; pray in the Holy 

Spirit; 21keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting for the mercy of our Lord Jesus 

Christ that leads to eternal life. 22And have mercy on those who doubt; 23save others by 

snatching them out of the fire; to others show mercy with fear, hating even the 

garment stained by the flesh. 

Doxology 

 24Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you 

blameless before the presence of his glory with great joy, 25to the only God, our Savior, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all 

time and now and forever. Amen. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Please stand 
 
Alleluia and Verse 
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Holy Gospel Mark 13:24–37 

(Gospel Lesson-words of Christ or words about his life. We stand and sing the versicles 

which were used as passwords in the early church. Matthew 22:15-21) 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the thirteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

The Coming of the Son of Man 

 24[Jesus said:] “In those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and 

the moon will not give its light, 25and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the 

powers in the heavens will be shaken. 26And then they will see the Son of Man coming 

in clouds with great power and glory. 27And then he will send out the angels and 

gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 

The Lesson of the Fig Tree 

 28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and 

puts out its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29So also, when you see these things 

taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 30Truly, I say to you, this 

generation will not pass away until all these things take place. 31Heaven and earth will 

pass away, but my words will not pass away. 

No One Knows That Day or Hour 

 32“But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the angels in 

heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33Be on guard, keep awake. For you do not 

know when the time will come. 34It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves 

home and puts his servants in charge, each with his work, and commands the 

doorkeeper to stay awake. 35Therefore stay awake—for you do not know when the 

master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or when the cock crows, 

or in the morning— 36lest he come suddenly and find you asleep. 37And what I say to 

you I say to all: Stay awake.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Apostles' Creed 

 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

     the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

Please be seated 
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336 Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Sermon 
 

Please stand 
 

Prayer of the Church 
  

The Pastor will end each petition with the phrase, "Lord in your mercy." 

The Congregation will respond, "Hear our prayer." 
 

Lord's Prayer 

 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

     as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

     as we forgive those 

     who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benedicamus 
 

A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction  

(Blessing/Benediction-is called the Aaronic Benediction, which means “to speak well” and 

was the blessing of Moses to Aaron. It comes from Num. 6:24-26 “The LORD bless you and 

keep you; the LORD make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you; the LORD turn 

his face toward you and give you peace.”) 

 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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525 Crown Him with Many Crowns  

 

 

 

 
 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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