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EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

WE GIVE A WARM WELCOME TO THE VISITORS AND GUESTS AMONG US. 

WE PRAY THAT TODAY’S SERVICE IS A BLESSING TO YOU.  PLEASE COME AGAIN! 

 

The ALTAR FLOWERS are given by the Schutter family, in honor of Kurt & Miranda Schutter’s 1st anniversary. 
 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S SUPPER: We are celebrating the Sacrament of the Altar today.  

This is The Lord’s Table. As a church and body of Christians we believe this: 
  

We will be receiving the true body and blood of Jesus Christ, in, with and under, the bread and wine.  
  

When we receive Jesus’ true body and blood, we receive the forgiveness of sins. 
  

By communing together with our Lord and one another, we express a common belief  

that Jesus is in truth the Son of God, and our Savior; He is present in this Sacrament in a  

very real way; that Christ’s sacrificial death assures us of complete forgiveness of our sins;  

and that God is strengthening us in this Sacrament to live a life that honors God. 

  

If you share all these convictions, then you are welcome to come and celebrate the blessings 

of our Altar today. Please note that cups at the center of each tray are “non-alcoholic” wine for 

those who prefer such for medicinal and personal reasons. Pastor Erler is available before 

service if you have any questions. 
 

A NURSERY with an attendant is available during worship service.  You are welcome to use this 

service.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

PRAYERS FOR WORSHIP 

BEFORE WORSHIP 

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and in truth, I 

humbly pray that You would open my heart to the preaching of Your Word so that I may repent 

of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness.  Hear me 

for the sake of His name. Amen. 
 

BEFORE COMMUNING 

Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body 

and blood.  Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the 

salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live and reign with the Father 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

THANKSGIVING AFTER RECEIVING THE SACRAMENT 

Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and 

blood of Your Beloved Son, Jesus Christ.  Send Your Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth 

received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the 

forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord.  Amen. 
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What A Beautiful Name  Words and Music by 

Ben Fielding and Brooke Ligertwood 
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Baptism of Alexandra Kay Smith  

 

P   Dearly beloved, Christ the Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew, “All authority in 

heaven and on earth has been given to Me.  Therefore, go and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit.”  In the last chapter of Mark our Lord promises, “Whoever believes and is 

baptized will be saved.”  And the apostle Peter has written, “Baptism now saves you.”  

Matthew 28: 18b-19; Mark 16: 16a; 1 Peter 3: 21 
 

The Word of God also teaches that we are all conceived and born sinful and are 

under the power of the devil until Christ claims us as His own.  We would be lost 

forever unless delivered from sin, death, and everlasting condemnation.   But the 

Father of all mercy and grace has sent His Son Jesus Christ, who atoned for the sin of 

the whole world, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 
 

P  How are you named? 
 

Sponsors:  Alexandra Kay Smith 
 

P  Alexandra Kay Smith, receive the sign of the holy cross both upon your forehead 

and upon your heart to mark you as one redeemed by Christ the crucified. 
 

P  From ancient times the Church has observed the custom of appointing sponsors 

for baptismal candidates and catechumens.  In the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

sponsors are to pray for them, support them in their ongoing instruction and 

nurture in the Christian faith, and encourage them toward the faithful reception of 

the Lord’s Supper.  They are at all times to be examples to them of the holy life of 

faith in Christ and love for the neighbor. 
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     P    Is it your intention to serve Alexandra Kay Smith as sponsors in the Christian faith? 
 

     Sponsors:   Yes, with the help of God. 
 

P God enable you both to will and to do this faithful and loving work and with His 

grace fulfill what we are unable to do. 

C   Amen. 
 

P Hear the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark.                             Mark 10:13-16 
 

  They brought young children to Jesus that He might touch them; but the disciples 

rebuked those who brought them.  But when Jesus saw it, He was greatly 

displeased and said to them, “Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid 

them; for of such is the kingdom of God.  Assuredly, I say to you, whoever does 

not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will by no means enter it.”  And He 

took them up in His arms, put His hands on them, and blessed them. 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

     as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

     as we forgive those  

     who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

P The Lord preserve your coming in and your going out from this time forth and 

even forevermore. 

C Amen. 
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P We will now confess our faith, in Alexandra’s place, into which she is about to be 

baptized, using the words of the Apostle’s Creed: 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

     the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen 
 

P Alexandra Kay Smith, I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P The almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you the new 

birth of water and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins, strengthen you 

with His grace to life everlasting. 

C Amen. 
 

P Receive this burning light to show that you have received Christ who is the Light 

of the world.  Live always in the light of Christ, and be ever watchful for His 

coming, that you may meet Him with joy and enter with Him into the marriage 

feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which shall have no end. 
 

Elder:   In Holy Baptism God the Father has made you a member of His Son, our Lord  

  Jesus Christ, and an heir with us of all the treasures of heaven in the one holy  

  Christian and apostolic Church.  We receive you in Jesus’ name as our sister in  

  Christ, that together we might hear His Word, receive His gifts, and proclaim the  

  praises of Him who called us out of darkness into His marvelous light. 
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C   Amen. We welcome you in the name of the Lord. 

P Let us pray. 

  Almighty and most merciful God and Father, we thank and praise You that You 

graciously preserve and enlarge Your family and have granted Alexandra Kay 

Smith birth in Holy Baptism and made her a member of Your Son, our Lord Jesus 

Christ, and heir of Your heavenly kingdom.  We humbly implore You that, as she 

has now become Your child, You would keep her in her baptismal grace, that 

according to Your good pleasure she may faithfully grow to lead a godly life to the 

praise and honor of Your holy name and finally, with all Your saints, obtain the 

promised inheritance in heaven; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

P Peace be with you. 

C Amen. 

 

 Presentation of Alexandra Kay Smith 

 

 Go, My Children with My Blessing 

  

  

  

 
 

Solo by Pastor Erler 
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Old Testament Reading Jeremiah 23:1–6 

 

The Righteous Branch 

 1“Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture!” 

declares the LORD. 2Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the 

shepherds who care for my people: “You have scattered my flock and have driven them 

away, and you have not attended to them. Behold, I will attend to you for your evil 

deeds, declares the LORD. 3Then I will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the 

countries where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and they 

shall be fruitful and multiply. 4I will set shepherds over them who will care for them, and 

they shall fear no more, nor be dismayed, neither shall any be missing, declares the LORD. 

 5“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will raise up for David a 

righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and 

righteousness in the land. 6In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely. 

And this is the name by which he will be called: ‘The LORD is our righteousness.’” 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual 

 

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! 

 How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! 

For from him and through him and to him are all things. 

 To him be glory forever. Amen. 

 

Epistle Ephesians 2:11–22 

 

One in Christ 

 11Remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called “the uncircumcision” by 

what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands— 12remember that you 

were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and 

strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 13But 

now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 
14For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the 

dividing wall of hostility 15by abolishing the law of commandments and ordinances, that he 

might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, 16and might 

reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility. 17And he 

came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near.  
18For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father.  
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19So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the 

saints and members of the household of God, 20built on the foundation of the apostles 

and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 21in whom the whole 

structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 22In him you also 

are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Please stand 

 

Holy Gospel Mark 6:30-44 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the sixth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand 

 30The apostles returned to Jesus and told him all that they had done and taught. 31And 

he said to them, “Come away by yourselves to a desolate place and rest a while.” For many 

were coming and going, and they had no leisure even to eat. 32And they went away in the 

boat to a desolate place by themselves. 33Now many saw them going and recognized them, 

and they ran there on foot from all the towns and got there ahead of them. 34When he went 

ashore he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion on them, because they were like 

sheep without a shepherd. And he began to teach them many things. 35And when it grew 

late, his disciples came to him and said, “This is a desolate place, and the hour is now late. 
36Send them away to go into the surrounding countryside and villages and buy themselves 

something to eat.” 37But he answered them, “You give them something to eat.” And they 

said to him, “Shall we go and buy two hundred denarii worth of bread and give it to them to 

eat?” 38And he said to them, “How many loaves do you have? Go and see.” And when they 

had found out, they said, “Five, and two fish.” 39Then he commanded them all to sit down in 

groups on the green grass. 40So they sat down in groups, by hundreds and by fifties. 41And 

taking the five loaves and the two fish he looked up to heaven and said a blessing and broke 

the loaves and gave them to the disciples to set before the people. And he divided the two 

fish among them all. 42And they all ate and were satisfied. 43And they took up twelve baskets 

full of broken pieces and of the fish. 44And those who ate the loaves were five thousand men. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Please be seated 



11 
 

Battle Belongs Words and Music by 

(based on the recording by Phil Wickham) Phil Wickham and Brian Johnson 
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Sermon  
 
Please stand 
 
Prayers of the Church 

The Pastor will end each petition with the phrase, "Lord in your mercy." 
The Congregation will respond, "Hear our prayer." 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 
 P   Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on  

  us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not  

  perish but have eternal life.  
   

  In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate the  

  forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and all their children from the tree of  

  life.  Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam, Your Son,  

  Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him. 
 

  We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus 

Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits 

of His cross and receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come 

to us in His body and blood. 
 

  Hear us as we pray in His name and He has taught us: 
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Lord's Prayer 
  
C  Our Father who art in heaven, 

       hallowed be Thy name, 

       Thy kingdom come, 

       Thy will be done on earth 

       as it is in heaven; 

       give us this day our daily bread; 

       and forgive us our trespasses 

       as we forgive those  

       who trespass against us; 

       and lead us not into temptation, 

       but deliver us from evil. 

      For Thine is the kingdom 

      and the power and the glory 

      forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Words of Institution 
 
Please be seated 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
Distribution 
 
Please stand

Please note: 

St. Mark Lutheran Church is a congregation and a body of Christians believing firmly God’s Word 

which says that in Holy Communion we truly and really receive the body and blood of our Lord 

Jesus as we receive the earthly elements of bread and wine.  His body and blood are not symbolically 

present or spiritually received, but real and tangible in the bread and wine, with the bread and wine, under 

the bread and wine by the authority of Jesus’ words, and given to us as His pledge of love and forgiveness. 
 

Holy Communion is a gift of God intended for those who have been baptized and 

confirmed in the Christian Faith.  Within our Lutheran Church, we ask that a confirmation be 

done according to our Lutheran understanding.  It is imperative, according to 1 Corinthians 

11:27-29, for a communicant to spiritually examine himself before coming to the Lord’s Table. 
 

A brief examination would include answering “Yes” to the following five questions: 

Do you believe that you are a sinner by nature and by choice? 

Are you truly sorry for your sins? 

Do you believe Jesus Christ is your Lord and Savior from sin Who graciously forgives your sins? 

Do you intend, by the power of the Holy Spirit to make the needed changes in your sinful life? 

Do you believe you receive the true body and blood of Jesus in, with, and under the bread and wine? 
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Post-Communion Collect 
 

P Let us pray…Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of 

the feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood.  Keep us firm 

in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the Day of His coming, 

we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in 

His kingdom, which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Benediction 
 

A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 
   C  Amen 
 

At Your Name  Words and Music by 

Phil Wickham and Tim Hughes 
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