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Mission
Statement
Here at St. Mark’s

From the Pastor

Lutheran Church and
Preschool, we believe
in “Growing God’s

Family”. You will see
this mission statement on our bulletins, business cards,
newsletter and other
printed correspondence. New nametags
are also available.
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As this newsletter comes out, it is April. Spring has sprung. The
weather is warmer, the birds are singing, and golf clubs are leaving
their closets and greeting the sun after their winter hibernation.
While all these things are pleasant, as we leave winter behind, we
are also leaving Lent behind, and the Festival of Easter is now in
sight.
I have always found it ironic that in our society, we make much ado
about Christmas, but all Easter seems to be is a day to sell hams for
less and yet another gimmick for furniture and lawnmower sales.
For Christians, this should be the biggest day of the year. While on
Christmas, we applaud the beginning of Jesus’ earthly ministry, on
Easter, we celebrate its accomplishment! It is Finished! Jesus rose
from the dead! Sin is defeated! Death is vanquished! We are
saved!
I would invite all of us here in our Christian family to keep these
facts in mind in the weeks ahead. And I would also invite all of you
to take advantage of (and bring a friend to) all of the worship opportunities we will have for you here at St. Mark.

God bless you all this special time of year.

8

Pastor

Join the Prayer Chain:

Cleaning Teams
1st Sat—Lane, Williams
2nd Sat—Drumm, Brown
3rd Sat— Herrs, Wilson
4th Sat—Over, Rudat
5th Sat—All Teams
Questions or concerns, please contact Bob & Julie
Drumm
405.330.0109 or 405.694.7478 or drummb@gmail.com
Can you help clean the church?

We have 4 different teams and each team only cleans once a
month. Each team is made up of at least 2 families. We would like
to add some more people on to our teams. This is a great way to
give of your time to the church. On your assigned weekend you
will clean either Friday or Saturday. We have a checklist that
shows all the items that need to be done and on your team day
you split up the jobs. If you would be interested in helping with
this, please contact Bob or Julie Drumm drummb@gmail.com

Do you need a special prayer? Would you like
to pray for others?
Contact:
Lucille McShane at 341-8986

Email Captain: lucillemcshane@yahoo.com

Requests can also be included in the Sunday service
bulletin by calling the Church office at 340-0192. To be
added to the phone or e-mail prayer chain contact
Lucille or Mike.

“And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all
kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind,
be alert and always keep on praying for all the
Lord’s
people.” -Eph 6:18

Other Simple Ways to make a difference:
Scrip
Next order is May 7th. You can also order online at www.shopwithscrip.com. St. Mark's code is
DCCAD255756L.. Any questions contact Judy Crabb. By purchasing Gift Cards through Scrip, the retailers
give back a percentage. This money goes into an account to be used for youth retreats, conventions and supports the Lutheran Hour each year. It’s very simple to do!
Feed My People
An ongoing food collection for the Hope Center of Edmond. Each month there is a suggested item(s). When
you go shopping simply pick up a little extra and bring it to drop in the basket! Our church refers people to
the Hope Center when they call requesting assistance.
Mite Box Collection
Save your change/Mites for the monthly LWML Mite Box Collection. Drop your mites in the giant mite box
in the narthex. All money collected is used for missions projects/grants. Lutheran Women’s Missionary
League has done some amazing things with pennies and dimes!
Best Choise Labels
LWML sends inBest Choice Labels. For every 1,000 labels they receive a bonus $30! Easy money for labels
you would otherwise throw away.
Pop Tabs
Bring your pop tabs from cans of soda to the jar on the narthex credenza. Tabs are donated to support the
Ronald McDonald House.
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Church
Council...
2016-2017
CONGREGATIONAL
OFFICERS
Richard Wilson
President
Christopher Mowder
Vice-President
Lynnea Glass
Recording Secretary

Bob Lane
Russell Wantland
Neil Hoecker
David Seaman
Koey Keylon
Russell Rupp

Heath Duncan
John Over
Mark Williams

Trustees

Brenda Duncan
Julia Wantland
Amy Wilson

Ministry of Elders

CONSTITUTION &
BY-LAWS

If you are interested in
obtaining an updated copy
of the Constitution & ByLaws of the Church, you
can find a copy on the
credenza in the Welcome
Hall.

Natalie Iver
Chairman — Child Dev. Ministry

Ministry of Education

Marie Vandiver

Rose Lane

Communications Director

Keith Schreiner
Treasurer

Financial Secretary — Child Dev. Ministry
Julie Drumm and
Christine Williams

Dana Hallenbeck
Financial Secretary

Board Members — Child Dev. Ministry

TREASURER’S REPORT
Monthly General Fund Giving Target:

April Scriptures

$27,249

February

April 2—Ezekiel 37:1-14;
Romans 8:1-11; John 11:1-45
April 9—Isaiah 50:4-9a
Philippians 2:5-11; Matthew 21:1-11
April 16th—Acts 10:34-43
Colossians 3:1-4; Matthew 28:1-10
April 24th—Acts 5:29-42
1 Peter 1:3-9; John 20:19-31
April 30th—Acts 2:14a, 36-41;
1 Peter 1:17-25; Luke 24:13-35

Total Income
Expenses

$24,719.74
$25,753.66

Monthly Shortfall + $ 1,033.92
General Fund Cash Balance 1/1/2017
YTD General Fund Giving Surplus :
General Fund Balance:

$15,430.46
+$ 720.32
$16,150.78

Feed My People
April
Canned Pasta Meals
“The King will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did
for one of the least of these brothers of mine you
did for me.” Mt. 25:40
Any questions, contact
David and Elizabeth Seaman at 749-0314.

Scrip– Order on May 7th
Thank you everyone for your support! Lots of
cash and carry cards available for purchase!
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Questions about the
LCMS?
The LCMS Church information Center is here to help you—the
member in the pew, the Church worker in a congregation, or the
nonmember with questions about the Church and its ministry —
in any way we can.

Call us

888-THE-LCMS (843-5267)
This toll-free telephone number connects callers to real live people who will help you find information.

Click us

Sundays at 9:30AM There are 2 Adult Bible
Study classes currently. Pastor Erler will be
teaching a class in the sanctuary—topic is Isaiah
and Chris Mowder’s Library class is studying “The
Reason for God”.

Tuesdays at 10AM Join Pastor Erler in the
church library for this weekday bible study class.

Sundays at 4PM No Women’s Bible Study in
April.

Will resume in May.

3rd Saturday at 8AM
Men’s Study Bring your

Infocenter@lcms.org

breakfast and join in a
study with other men. Contact the office if you have
questions 340-0192.

Celebrate...
April

Evan Drumm
Scott Erler
Koey Keylon
Tristan Rudat
Stephen Gaede
Kristy Theimer
Carol Williams
Heidi Gans
Danielle Berg
Brian Cross
Luke Williams
Behr Wantland
Joshua Drumm

4/4
4/4
4/4
4/8
4/9
4/12
4/14
4/17
4/19
4/23
4/23
4/24
4/27

April

Scott & Sherry Kettner
Russell & Carlene Rupp

4/6 32yrs
4/8 28yrs

Please contact the Church office if you are
new to the congregation or do not have
your birthday and anniversary dates on file.
We apologize for any omissions.
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From the desk of Sheila Rudat, DCE

Preschool open enrollment – We are still enrolling students. We have
opening for the 2017-2018 School year. Classes begin after Labor Day.
We serve children ages 1 to 5. Contact Sheila for more information.
Openings in our MWF classes and also our Pre-K 4 M-Th class.

Maker Fun Factory VBS will be hosted at St. Mark Lutheran Church from July 23rd July 27th . Maker Fun Factory is for kids from ages 4 to entering 5th grade. VBS will run
from 6:00pm to 7:30pm each day. We are in need of station leaders and shepherds. For
more information, call 405-340-0192 or email Sheila at dce@stmarkedmond.org.

Can you help?
We are looking for more women to help serve on our Altar Guild. You
would only be assigned to one Sunday a month. It would either be setting up
communion or cleaning it up after late service.. If you would be interested,
please visit with Sheila Rudat or email dce@stmarkedmond.org.
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The voters passed a budget for 2017 which included a line item of $3000 for the support of
local missions and ministries. We asked the congregation to submit names of organizations
they would like to see us support.
Birth Choice of Oklahoma, Inc.
Birth choice exists to encourage any pregnant woman to choose the gift of life for herself and her unborn
baby by providing the means to do so. Birth Choice exists to provide any pregnant woman, concerned friend
or family member compassionate dialog, one to one help, and nurturing support. Volunteers and staff members provide each woman whatever practical assistance is necessary to help her realize her worth and that of
her unborn child. With help from Birth Choice she can shoose the gift of life, simultaneously finding enrichment and spiritual healing. Support is given in a loving, personal, non-judgmental and strictly confidential way
to meet the specific needs of eachindividual. birthchoice.org

Upward Transitions
Elevating those who are in need, stranded or homeless to a position of self-sufficiency. Upward Transitions
serves those who are homeless and impoverished by providing case management and stabilizing resources to
meet basic social needs. The ultimate goal is to assist individuals and families to reach their potential with the
ability to support themselves and contribute back to their community.
upwardtransitions.org

R.I.S.E.—Re-entry Investment/Student Education

We are a 501c3 non-profit organization that has established Oklahoma’s first cosmetology college at Mabel
Basset Women’s Correctional Center in McLoud, OK. We are working with Oklahoma Dept. of Corrections and Oklahoma State Board of Cosmetology to provide free vocational training for 20 women annually.
riseprograminc.com

St. Mark Preschool & Mother’s Day Out Scholarship

To establish a scholarship fund for assisting families, if the need arises, with the tuition at our day school. If
we have a scholarship fund, the family completes the application and it is then taken to the committee for a
decision. If awarded we ask that the family give about 15 hours of volunteer work at the school/church.
stmarkedmond.org
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Lilyfield—Christian Adoption and Foster Care
At Lilyfield we believe that every child deserves a safe and loving home where they can be nurtured to their
full potential. Lilyfield Christian Adoption and Foster Care is a faith based nonprofit organization that has
been providing adoption plan based services to the women of Oklahoma City and the surrounding areas
since 2000. As one of the most respected Christian adoption agencies in Oklahoma and Tulsa, we help
women to find adoptive parents for their infants and children. In addition to adoption placements, Lilyfield
provides foster care certification services, clinical counseling services for individuals impacted by foster care
or adoption and independent living services for females who have aged out of foster care. lilyfield.org

Concordia Life Care Community—Benevolent Fund
Concordia is a full-service continuing care retirement community offering senior living in Oklahoma City.
From independent living in our senior apartments and patio homes to skilled nursing in our on-site health
center, we meet the current and future needs of residents in a safe, secure and comfortable environment
The Benevolent Fund has been established for the purpose of funding a CLCC resident that has been blessed
with more years of life than their funds will support. The fund would allow a resident to continue their stay
uninterrupted at CLCC and not suffer thru the trauma of uprooting their life to move in with family or elsewhere in their twilight years. concordiaseniorliving.com

Dancing for a Miracle
“Together we save kids’ lives.” That is the vision of Children’s Miracle Network (CMN) Hospitals, an international non-profit organization dedicated to helping children by raising funds and awareness, while keeping
100% of the donations in the state where they are raised. Big event coming Saturday, August 19th at 6:00pm.
childrensmiraclenetwork.org

RestoreOKC
RestoreOKC, a ministry started by the City Presbyterian Church, was formed in response to a growing
awareness of the struggles that are specific to the eastside of Oklahoma City. The area where RestoreOKC
has largely focused its ministry is considered on of Oklahoma’s most impoverished areas, with a median family income of less than $20,000, more than eight times the city average homicide rate and more than 85% single-parent households.
The relationships formed in this community have led to the creation of one of the ministry arms of RestoreOKC: a job training business called Two Roosters Cleaning Company. Together we have co-created a
job-training program designed to help women have an opportunity to end the cycle of poverty and government dependency. Our cleaning team employees will be paid a living-wage salary while in the full support of
other ministry arms of RestoreOKC
(i.e.: housing, financial education and childcare). Our vision is to see the women in this job ministry transition
from a cycle of poverty into a new cycle of hope and opportunity. www.restoreokc.org
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The LWML will not have our usual monthly meeting in April as we have two other special events planned
April 1st was the Annual Spring Fling at St. John’s in Moore. The special guest was
Rufus and two of his handlers, Koey Keylon and Richard Abrahamson.
On April 27th we are going to the Infant Crisis Center to see some of the thing they do.
We have a grant from Thrivent and will bring along supplies that they need. All ladies are
invited to join us. If interested, please contact Lucille McShane or Marie Vandiver.
Our May meeting will be a salad luncheon on May 13th. All ladies are invited!

Men’s Dartball
Scrimmage with Holy Trinity
Thursday, April 6
6:30pm

Special Easter Choir Practice
Thursday, April 13th at 6:15
Anyone who likes to sing is invited to
participate.
The choir will perform at both services
on Easter.

St. Mark Cookbook
We are creating a new St. Mark Lutheran Church cookbook. Please email
your recipes to Sheila at dce@stmarkedmond.org. or the office at
office@stmarkedmond.org
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BAKE SALE
Sunday, April 9th
Benefits the Easter Egg Hunt
Please have baked goods at
the church by 9:00am

SATURDAY, April 15th
11:30 AM
Bring your Easter baskets and join the
fun!!
Hamburger, Hot Dogs, chips and drinks
immediately following the Easter Egg Hunt
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WORSHIP SERVICES
Pastor Mark Erler

Sunday Services
Early Service
Traditional
8:15AM
Sunday School 9:30AM
Late Service
Contemporary 10:45AM

Monthly Newsletter Deadline
We encourage everyone to submit contributions for the St. Mark Messenger newsletter. If you have a short story, humor, quote, etc…, please submit it along with its credits to the Church office. However, we need all material by the 18th of every month in order to edit, compile and publish it.
Help us make this newsletter a quality product to inform, educate and enlighten.

Contact Us:

If you would like to contact Pastor
Erler, please call him at the Church
office at 340-0192 or email pastor@stmarkedmond.org. After hours
or in case of an emergency he can
be reached on his cell at 205-5551
or at home at 844-4992.
To reach our Preschool Director
and DCE Sheila Rudat call 217-201
-1341 or e-mail at
dce@stmarkedmond.org or preschool@stmarkedmond.org.

If you are absent or have a homebound friend, we have a
live video feed of the services located at:
https://video.nest.com/live/828m9R

St. Mark Lutheran Church & Preschool
1501 N. Bryant Street
Edmond, OK 73034
Ph: 405.340.0192
Fax: 405.340.0290

Church Website: www.stmarkedmond.org
Pastor Erler E-mail: pastor@stmarkedmond.org
Church E-mail: office@stmarkedmond.org
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