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SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  

 

WE GIVE A WARM WELCOME TO THE VISITORS AND GUESTS AMONG US. 

WE PRAY THAT TODAY’S SERVICE IS A BLESSING TO YOU.  PLEASE COME AGAIN! 

 

The ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the glory of God. 

 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S SUPPER: We are celebrating the Sacrament of the Altar today.  

This is The Lord’s Table. As a church and body of Christians we believe this: 
  

We will be receiving the true body and blood of Jesus Christ, in, with and under, the bread and wine.  
  

When we receive Jesus’ true body and blood, we receive the forgiveness of sins. 
  

By communing together with our Lord and one another, we express a common belief that 

Jesus is in truth the Son of God, and our Savior; He is present in this Sacrament in a 

very real way; that Christ’s sacrificial death assures us of complete forgiveness of our 

sins; and that God is strengthening us in this Sacrament to live a life that honors God. 

  

If you share all these convictions, then you are welcome to come and celebrate the blessings 

of our Altar today. Please note that cups at the center of each tray are “non-alcoholic” wine for 

those who prefer such for medicinal and personal reasons. Pastor Erler is available before 

service if you have any questions. 

 

A NURSERY with an attendant is available during worship service.  You are welcome to use this 

service.  Ask an usher for directions. 

 

PRAYERS FOR WORSHIP 

BEFORE WORSHIP 

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and in truth, I 

humbly pray that You would open my heart to the preaching of Your Word so that I may repent 

of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness.  Hear me 

for the sake of His name. Amen. 

 

BEFORE COMMUNING 

Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body 

and blood.  Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the 

salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live and reign with the Father 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

THANKSGIVING AFTER RECEIVING THE SACRAMENT 

Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and 

blood of Your Beloved Son, Jesus Christ.  Send Your Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth 

received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the 

forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord.  Amen. 
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Confession and Absolution 

(Confession and Absolution-We confess our various sins and then the minister announces 

the forgiveness of sins that we have in Christ. Comes from 1 John 1:8-9, “If we claim to be 

without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is 

faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.” 

 

730 What Is the World to Me   

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

Please stand 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
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P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your 

will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you 

all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Service of the Word 

 

Introit 

(Introit-is Latin for “entrance”, this is where the minister moves up to the altar. The words 

for the Introit come from the Psalms.) 

  

I will sing of steadfast love and justice; 

to you, O LORD, I will make music. 

Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth! 

Serve the LORD with gladness! Come into his presence with singing! 

Know that the LORD, he is God! 

It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his people, and the sheep of his 

pasture. 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise! 

Give thanks to him; bless his name! 

For the LORD is good; his steadfast love endures forever, 

and his faithfulness to all generations. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

I will sing of steadfast love and justice; 

to you, O LORD, I will make music. 
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Kyrie  

 

 

Hymn of Praise 

(Hymn of Praise-also called the Gloria in Excelsis, or “Glory to God in the Highest.” This 

comes from the words that the angels sang outside of Bethlehem from Luke 2:13-14 

“Suddenly a great company of heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and 

saying “Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.) 

 

946 Glory to God, We Give You Thanks and Praise   

 

 

 

 
 

© 1991 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010132. 

© Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010132. 

 

 

 

 

 



6 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

(Salutation and Collect-Before the collect, or prayer of the day, a salutation or a wish of 

blessing is shared between the Pastor and congregation. 2 Timothy 4:22 “The Lord be with 

your spirit. Grace be with you.” The collects are a collection of prayers that have been used 

by the church throughout the years.) 

 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

O King of glory, Lord of hosts, uplifted in triumph far above all heavens, leave us 

not without consolation but send us the Spirit of truth whom You promised from 

the Father; for You live and reign with Him and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

  

C Amen. 

 

Please be seated 

 

First Reading                                                                                                 Acts 1:12–26 

(Old Testament-A reading of God’s dealings with His people in the past.) 

 

Then [the apostles] returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near 

Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away.  

And when they had entered, they went up to the upper room, where they were staying, 

Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, 

James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot and Judas the son of James. All these 

with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer, together with the women and 

Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers. 

In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the company of persons was in all 

about 120) and said, “Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit 

spoke beforehand by the mouth of David concerning Judas, who became a guide to 

those who arrested Jesus. For he was numbered among us and was allotted his share 

in this ministry.” (Now this man bought a field with the reward of his wickedness, and 

falling headlong he burst open in the middle and all his bowels gushed out. And it 

became known to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the field was called in their 

own language Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) “For it is written in the Book of Psalms, 
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“‘May his camp become desolate, 

and let there be no one to dwell in it’; 

and  

“‘Let another take his office.’ 

So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus 

went in and out among us, beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he 

was taken up from us—one of these men must become with us a witness to his 

resurrection.” And they put forward two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also called 

Justus, and Matthias. And they prayed and said, “You, Lord, who know the hearts of all, 

show which one of these two you have chosen to take the place in this ministry and 

apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.” And they cast lots 

for them, and the lot fell on Matthias, and he was numbered with the eleven apostles. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

  

Gradual 

(Gradual-Latin for “steps” since we are leading up to the Gospel, this is a quote from scripture.) 

  

Christ has risen from the dead. 

[God the Father] has crowned him with glory and honor, 

He has given him dominion over the works of his hands; 

he has put all things under his feet. 

 

Epistle  1 Peter 4:12–19; 5:6–11 

(Epistle-“Letter,” texts taken from the various letter books of the New Testament. We 

remain seated during this reading because we are being instructed.) 

 

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as 

though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you share Christ’s 

sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. If you are 

insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests 

upon you. But let none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler. 

Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in that 

name. For it is time for judgment to begin at the household of God; and if it begins with us, 

what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God? And 
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“If the righteous is scarcely saved, 

what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?” 

Therefore let those who suffer according to God’s will entrust their souls to a faithful 

Creator while doing good. 

Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper 

time he may exalt you, casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you. Be 

sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, 

seeking someone to devour. Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds 

of suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world. And 

after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his 

eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. To 

him be the dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Please stand 

 

Alleluia and Verse  
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Holy Gospel  John 17:1–11 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the seventeenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, “Father, the 

hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, since you have given him 

authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. And this is eternal 

life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. I glorified 

you on earth, having accomplished the work that you gave me to do. And now, Father, 

glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had with you before the world existed. 

“I have manifested your name to the people whom you gave me out of the world. Yours 

they were, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that 

everything that you have given me is from you. For I have given them the words that you 

gave me, and they have received them and have come to know in truth that I came from 

you; and they have believed that you sent me. I am praying for them. I am not praying for 

the world but for those whom you have given me, for they are yours. All mine are yours, and 

yours are mine, and I am glorified in them. And I am no longer in the world, but they are in 

the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have 

given me, that they may be one, even as we are one.  

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Apostles' Creed 

   

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

     the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Please be seated 
 

756 Why Should Cross and Trial Grieve Me  

 

 

 

 
 

5 Now in Christ, death cannot slay me, 

    Though it might,  

    Day and night, 

Trouble and dismay me. 

Christ has made my death a portal 

    From the strife  

    Of this life 

To His joy immortal! 
 

Public domain     © 2004 Stephen P. Starke. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010132. 
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Sermon 

 

Please stand 

 

Prayer of the Church  

The Pastor will end each petition with the phrase, "Lord in your mercy." 

The Congregation will respond, "Hear our prayer." 

 

Lord's Prayer   

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

Benedicamus and Benediction 

(Blessing/Benediction-is called the Aaronic Benediction, which means “to speak well” and 

was the blessing of Moses to Aaron. It comes from Num. 6:24-26 “The LORD bless you and 

keep you; the LORD make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you; the LORD turn 

his face toward you and give you peace.”) 

 

A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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525 Crown Him with Many Crowns   

 

 

 

 
 

5 Crown Him the Lord of heav’n, 

    Enthroned in worlds above, 

Crown Him the king to whom is giv’n 

    The wondrous name of Love. 

Crown Him with many crowns 

    As thrones before Him fall; 

Crown Him, ye kings, with many crowns, 

    For He is king of all. 
 

Public domain 
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