
  

 

 

March 2015 
Mission 
Statement 

Here at St. Mark’s  

Lutheran Church and 

Preschool, we believe 

in “Growing God’s 

Family”. You will see 

this mission state-

ment on our bulle-

tins, business cards, 

newsletter and other 

printed correspond-

ence. New nametags 

are also available. 
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From the Pastor 

  

 
Once again, we are coming to the end of another year and the 
opportunity to celebrate “the holidays.”  It just seems to come 
around faster every year, doesn’t it?  I know I am not ready for 
all the holiday stuff, yet.  This being November, we may be 
looking forward to the Thanksgiving holiday that will be here in 
a few weeks.  While we all like to have 4-day weekends, there 
is more to November 22nd than that.   
 
Thanksgiving is a holiday where everyone in this country can 
stop for a moment, pause, count their blessings, and thank 
God for them.  I know I have a lot to be thankful for, my wife 
and family, that I am your pastor (and will celebrate my six-
teenth year here in March), all kinds of stuff!  Thanksgiving Day 
(and weekend) is not just a time for us to get off work, run a 5k, 
eat turkey `til we burst and watch football.  Instead, we are to 
remember how our heavenly Father has given us everything 
we need to support this life.  We also remember how He has 
given us everything we need for eternal life through the death 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ.   
 
Let me remind you of the annual Thanksgiving dinner that will 
be here Nov. 18th with church following.  Often, forgetting to 
say, “Thank you." is too easy for us.  Nevertheless, let's be re-
minded to say thanks to our God.  Father, for all you have giv-
en us:  Thanks! 
 

God bless, 
Pastor 
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Preschool Openings 

M/W/F under 2 and M-TH 4’s  
 

We have openings for the 2018-
2019 School year.  Contact Sheila 
for more information.   

 

 

Thanksgiving Dinner and Service 
Sunday evening, November 18th, at 5pm 
is our annual potluck Thanksgiving din-
ner.  The LWML is organizing the event 
& a sign up sheet is in the narthex.  
Please sign up so that everyone doesn’t 
bring the same thing!  The dinner will be 
followed by the Thanksgiving service.  It 
is always a special evening, so we hope 
that many people can come. 

Angel Tree 
St. Mark Lutheran Church will again be adopting families 

from our community. We have various tags on the tree of 

items requested. The tags will be available November 25th  

and the gifts must be wrapped with tag attached on the 

outside by December 7th.  

Christmas Eve Choir and Bells 

Would you like to sing and/or play bells for 
Christmas Eve?  We will 
have both a choir and a 

bell choir for Christmas Eve, Dec. 24th.  Please con-
tact Erica Erler if you would like to participate.   

                  Sunday School  
Christmas 
Program 
Sunday, 

December 
9th 

9:30am 
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NEWS FROM THE MISSION FIELD 

Rev. P.A. Richard Wokoma 

Serving in Africa 

We started a new academic year on September 3 with intensives and three visiting professors: 
The Rev’d (Dr) Walter Steele, The Rev’d (Prof) Thomas Olson, and The Rev’d 
(Prof) Steve Briel (who came back within six months from his previous visit). Pr. 
Walter Steele and Pr. Thomas Olson stayed for two weeks, and Pr. Steve Briel 
stayed ten days longer than they did to further teach Advanced Hebrew (Hebrew 
language reading using the book of Jonah). This got us off to a very good start. In 
any event, “Opening Service" was later in the month. The Rev’d (Prof) Steve Briel, 
preached during the Opening Service on September 30, 2018. An electric power generator 
bought by the students to help with reading at night for about 3 hours every day and some 
white boards donated by an anonymous donor were all dedicated during the Opening Service. 

 
Visiting professors are utilized well. In addition to their regular teaching of intensive classes, 
they often preach for chapel and teach hymns to the students. Pr. Walter Steele preached for the 
first week, Pr.Thomas Olson preached the second week, and Pr. Steve Briel preached the third 
week. They also preached in the villages, and Pr. Thomas Olson performed a baptism in one of 
the villages. 

 
Matriculation of new students was Saturday, September 29. Due to the drastic cut in financial 
support for the seminary, we had to turn back well over 20 students who passed both the writ-
ten and oral entrance exams. This was over half the students we would have otherwise admit-
ted. 

 
On another note, with the drastic cutbacks to the support of the seminary, I had to focus more 
on how to manage with the students and survive on very little. Every available free time was 
used in the gardens to cultivate food. Some of you will relate to the work of gardening! 

 
I would like to thank the congregations and family members who supported our three visiting 
professors with their prayers, finances, and patience in letting them be away for a long period 
of time in this new “Macedonia.” We cannot thank you enough, or repay you for any of this, 
but pray that the Triune God repay you, and keep you steadfast in the shadow of His Wings, 
now and forevermore. Amen! 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of 

you who participated in the Pastoral Appreciation 

Card Shower.  I feel very appreciated! 

 
Your continuing generosity and consideration have 

been most cherished. It is truly a privilege to serve 

you in Christ. Again, many thanks, and God be with  

       us and bless us all. 

         Pastor Erler 
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November Birthdays 
 

Easton Dilley   11/2 
Reece Wilson   11/4 
Russell Wantland  11/6 
Alicia Mowder   11/7 
James Dilley   11/8 
Lynnea Glass   11/11 
Parker Rupp   11/12 
Jeff Jenkins   11/13 
Sheila Rudat   11/13 
Nona Smith   11/16 
Trevor Rudat   11/17 
Vinny Iver    11/22 
Marie Sterling   11/22 
Natalie Iver   11/25 

Celebrate... 

Questions about the 
LCMS? 

 

The LCMS Church information Center is here to help you—the 
member in the pew, the Church worker in a congregation, or the 
nonmember with questions about the Church and its ministry —

in any way we can. 

Call us 
888-THE-LCMS (843-5267) 

This toll-free telephone number connects callers to real live peo-

ple who will help you find information. 
 

Click us 
Infocenter@lcms.org 

Ask questions via e-mail. 

Sundays at 9:30AM There are 2 Adult Bible 

Study classes currently.  Pastor Erler is teaching a 

class in the sanctuary and the Library Class is 

lead by David Seaman/Neil Hoecker. 
 

Tuesdays at 10AM Join Pastor Erler in the 

church library for this weekday bible study class. 
 

3rd Saturday at 8AM Men’s Study Bring your 

breakfast and join in a study with other men. Con-

tact the office if you have questions 340-0192. 

 Please contact the Church office if 

you are new to the congregation or 

do not have your birthday and an-

niversary dates on file. We apolo-

gize for any omissions.  

We need volunteers 

to bring snacks on 

Sunday mornings! 

Anniversaries 
Jerry & Judy Crabb  11/30  56yrs.   
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Our next meeting is Saturday, No-
vember 10th at 10:00am  -  Jean 
Abrahamson will be our host-
ess.   All ladies of the congregation are invited.  We would 
love to have you join us! 

Lots of places to order from all in one spot.  No need to run out and purchase gifts cards at 

multiple places.  Order from us and we will have the cards ready the following Sunday and the 

Scrip company gives a percentage back to the church.  You pay nothing  more and save time in 

the process.  Remember Scrip for your weekly shopping or for special occasions and holidays.  

Be prepared for November and December 

orders as there will be many options of $5 

and $10 cards for the holidays.  If you have 

any questions, please see Judy Crabb.  Scrip 

orders are generally taken the 1st Sunday of 

the month. 

Operation Christmas Child 
 
Special Shoeboxes are available for families to 

use for the Operation Christmas Child pro-

gram.  Check out www.samaritanspurse.org and 

click on resources for info on what to include in 

your box.  There are also paper copies available 

on the credenza.  All boxes should be returned 

to church by Nov. 18th.   

HVAC Project – By the time you read this, the three heating and air condition-

ing units on the north side of the building should be replaced and up and run-

ning. Thank you to all who contributed over and above 

gifts towards the cost of this project.  As of the end of 

October we have received $27,275 of the $30,000 

project cost.  The church council would like members 

to please prayerfully consider giving additional over 

and above gifts to fully cover the cost of this project. 
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Join the Prayer Chain: 
Do you need a special prayer?   Would you like 

to pray for others? 
Contact: 

   Julie Drumm 405-694-7478 

   Email Captain: drummb@gmail.com 

 

Requests can also be included in the Sunday service 

bulletin by calling the Church office at 340-0192. To be 

added to the phone or e-mail prayer chain contact 

Julie. 
 

“And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all 

kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, 

be alert and always keep on praying for all the 

Lord’s people.” -Eph 6:18 

Other Simple Ways to make a difference: 
Scrip 
Next order is November 4th.  You can also order online at www.shopwithscrip.com. St. Mark's code is 

DCCAD255756L.. Any questions contact Judy Crabb. By purchasing Gift Cards through Scrip, the retailers 

give back a percentage. This money goes into an account to be used for youth retreats, conventions and sup-

ports the Lutheran Hour each year. It’s very simple to do! 

 
Feed My People 
An ongoing food collection for the Hope Center of Edmond. Each month there is a suggested item(s). When 

you go shopping simply pick up a little extra and bring it to drop in the basket! Our church refers people to 

the Hope Center when they call requesting assistance.  

 
Mite Box Collection 
Save your change/Mites for the monthly LWML Mite Box Collection. Drop your mites in the giant mite box 

in the narthex. All money collected is used for missions projects/grants. Lutheran Women’s Missionary 

League has done some amazing things with pennies and dimes! 

 

Best Choice Labels 
LWML sends in Best Choice Labels.  For every 1,000 UPC labels they receive a bonus $60!  Easy money for 

labels you would otherwise throw away. 

 

Amazon Smile 

When ordering from Smile.Amazon.com. don’t forget to show St. Mark Lutheran Church as your charitable   

organization.  The church will receive a percentage of your purchase. 

Cleaning Teams 
1st Sat—Lane, Williams 
2nd Sat—Drumm, Brown  
3rd Sat— Herrs,  March & Wilson 
4th Sat—Over, Rudat 
5th Sat—All Teams 
Questions or concerns, please contact Bob & Julie 
Drumm 
405.330.0109 or 405.694.7478 or drummb@gmail.com 
 

Can you help clean the church? 
We have 4 different teams  and each team only cleans once a 

month.  Each team is made up of at least 2 families. We would like 

to add some more people on to our teams.  This is a great way to 

give of your time to the church.  On your assigned weekend you 

will clean either Friday or Saturday.  We have a checklist that 

shows all the items that need to be done and on your team day 

you split up the jobs.  If you would be interested in helping with 

this, please contact Bob or Julie Drumm drummb@gmail.com 

http://www.shopwithscrip.com
mailto:drummb@gmail.com
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Church  
   Counci l . . . 

Vacant 
Financial Secretary 

 
Heath Duncan 
Bob March 
John Over 
Trustees 
 
Brenda Duncan 
Kristine Murray 
Julia Wantland 
Ministry of Education 
 
Rose Lane 
Communications Director 
 

Bob Drumm 
Neil Hoecker 
Koey Keylon 
Bob Lane 
Russell Rupp 
David Seaman 
Russell Wantland 
Ministry of Elders 
 
Natalie Iver 
Chairman — Child Dev. Ministry 
 
Marie Vandiver 
Financial Secretary — Child Dev. Ministry 
 
Julie Drumm and  
Christine Williams 
Board Members — Child Dev. Ministry 

CONSTITUTION &  
BY-LAWS  

If you are interested in 
obtaining an updated copy 
of the Constitution & By-
Laws of the Church, you 

can find a copy on the 
credenza in the Welcome 

Hall.  

TREASURER’S REPORT 
 

Monthly Offering Target to Meet Expenses: $27,067 

September 
 

                                        Total Receipts       $70,101.30 

                                             Expenses         -$28,975.62 

            

            Surplus            $41,125.68 

  

 General Fund Balance 1/1/2018:         $24,877.52 

                       YTD Total Receipts                $249,733.61 

                       YTD Expenses                     $226,913.50 

                       YTD Surplus              $22,820.11 

               General Fund Balance 9/30/2018:         $47,697.63 

2018-2019 
CONGREGATIONAL  
OFFICERS 

Todd Rudat 
President 
  
Frank Schutter 
Vice-President 
 
Lynnea Glass 
Recording Secretary  
 
Jaimee March 
Treasurer 

 

November Scriptures 
 

Nov. 4—Revelation 7:9–17;   
1 John 3:1–3; Matthew 5:1–12  
Nov. 11—1 Kings 17:8–16;  
Hebrews 9:24–28; Mark 12:38–44  
Nov. 18—Daniel 12:1–3;   
Hebrews 10:11–25;   Mark 13:1–13   
Nov. 25—Isaiah 51:4–6;  Jude 20–25; 
Mark 13:24–37  

Scrip– Order on Nov. 4th 

 
 
 Thank you everyone for your support!  Lots of 
cash and carry cards available for purchase! 
 

Feed My People 
November 

Christmas Dinner Items 
Instant mashed potatoes, canned sweet potatoes, 
canned gravy, cranberry sauce, green beans, corn  
(Donations of money for Hams will be collected) 

“The King will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did 
for one of the least of these brothers of mine you did for 

me.” Mt. 25:40 
Any questions, contact  

David and Elizabeth Seaman at 749-0314.   
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Contact Us: 
If you would like to contact Pastor 
Erler, please call him at the Church 
office at 340-0192 or email pas-
tor@stmarkedmond.org. After hours 
or in case of an emergency he can 
be reached on his cell at 205-5551 
or at home at 844-4992.   
To reach our Preschool Director 
and DCE Sheila Rudat call 217-201
-1341 or e-mail at 
dce@stmarkedmond.org or pre-
school@stmarkedmond.org. 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
 Pastor Mark Erler 
 

 Sunday Services 

    Early Service 

      Traditional      8:15AM 

    Sunday School  9:30AM 

    Late Service     

    Contemporary 10:45AM 

Monthly Newsletter Deadline 
 

We encourage everyone to submit contributions for the St. Mark Messen-
ger newsletter. If you have a short story, humor, quote, etc…, please sub-
mit it along with its credits to the Church office. However, we need all ma-
terial by the 18th of every month in order to edit, compile and publish it. 
Help us make this newsletter a quality product to inform, educate and en-
lighten. 

St. Mark Lutheran Church & Preschool 
1501 N. Bryant Street 
Edmond, OK 73034 
Ph: 405.340.0192 
Fax: 405.340.0290 

Church Website: www.stmarkedmond.org 
Pastor Erler E-mail: pastor@stmarkedmond.org 
Church E-mail: office@stmarkedmond.org 

If you are absent or have a homebound friend, we have a 

live video feed of the services located at: 
https://www.microseven.com/tv/lv/ZpYwBgIxltp/St-
Mark-Sanctuary.html 

https://www.microseven.com/tv/lv/ZpYwBgIxltp/St-Mark-Sanctuary.html
https://www.microseven.com/tv/lv/ZpYwBgIxltp/St-Mark-Sanctuary.html

