Growing
God’s
Family

Saint Mark Messenger

Mission
Statement
Here at St. Mark’s

From the Pastor

Lutheran Church and
Preschool, we believe
in “Growing God’s

Family”. You will see
this mission statement on our bulletins, business cards,
newsletter and other
printed correspondence. New nametags
are also available.
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As the weather gets cooler, the heat of Oklahoma comes to a temporary end, and as the church gears up and begins to look ahead to
Christmas and the holidays, I wanted to take this opportunity to
mention a couple of things to you all.
We are now definitely in autumn. It will not be too long before we
see trees start to change colors and the leaves fall and the other
changes autumn brings with it. This is a time of year for change.
But there is one thing that does not change in our lives. That is, of
course, the love that God has for us. His love for us is eternal and
consistent and always unchanging. And that’s pretty cool when we
think about how much the times seem to change around us. So as
we watch nature start to change colors around us, let’s also remember how much God doesn’t change on us.
Another thing that doesn’t change is our need to know and study
God’s Word. I also want to encourage all of you to join us for Bible
Study. We have Bible Study on Sunday mornings between services. We also have a Bible Study Tuesdays at 10 a.m. Bible Breakfast
for the Men is Oct. 20 at 8 a.m. Please do not think to yourself that
an hour at church and a fifteen minute sermon is all the dose we
need for God’s Word for the week. We all need to be continually fed
with the spiritual nourishment of God’s Word. And you might make
a new friend or two.
God bless,
Pastor

ST. MARK FALL RETREAT
CAMP LUTHERHOMA
November 10th—11th
Cost $65 per room per night in the nice
retreat cabins and $30 per person for meals.
Sign up in the foyer

HOPE Center of Edmond
When the HOPE Center was founded in 1984, the members
of the Edmond Ministerial Alliance envisioned a center where the
people and churches of our community could come together to
support their neighbors in need. What started as a small food
pantry and clothing closet has grown into an agency that provides
food, clothing and utility assistance to more than 700 families
each month. Would you be surprised to learn that all this work is
done with the help of 180 volunteers every week?
It is now in need of more volunteers. If you would like to help
serve our neighbors in Edmond and Arcadia, please go to their
website,
www.hopecenterofedmond.com
and complete a volunteer application, or stop the HOPE Center
at 1251 N. Broadway, Suite A
and fill one out.

Handbell Choir Practice
Wednesdays at 6:00 pm
Visit with Erica Erler
if you would like to join.
2

Preschool Openings
M/W/F under 2
M-TH 4’s
Preschool open enrollment – We are still enrolling students. We have
openings for the 2018-2019 School year. Classes have begun. We serve
children ages 1 through age 5. Contact Sheila for more information.

Trunk or Treat
Saturday, Oct. 27th
5:30—7:00pm
Hot dogs, games 5:30—6:15pm
Trunk or treat 6:30—7pm
Decorate your car and hand out candy. Prize to
the best car decorations.
Scrip

Lots of places to order from all in one spot. No need to run out and purchase gifts cards at
multiple places. Order from us and we will have the cards ready the following Sunday and the
Scrip company gives a percentage back to the church. You pay nothing more and save time in
the process. Remember Scrip for your weekly shopping or for special occasions and holidays.
Be prepared for November and December orders as there will be many options of $5 and
$10 cards for the holidays. If you have any
questions, please see Judy Crabb. Scrip orders
are generally taken the 1st Sunday of the
month.
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Questions about the
LCMS?
The LCMS Church information Center is here to help you—the
member in the pew, the Church worker in a congregation, or the
nonmember with questions about the Church and its ministry —
in any way we can.

Call us

888-THE-LCMS (843-5267)
This toll-free telephone number connects callers to real live people who will help you find information.

Sundays at 9:30AM There are 2 Adult Bible
Study classes currently. Pastor Erler is teaching a
class in the sanctuary and the Library Class is
lead by David Seaman/Neil Hoecker.

Tuesdays at 10AM Join Pastor Erler in the
church library for this weekday bible study class.

3rd Saturday at 8AM Men’s Study Bring your
breakfast and join in a study with other men. Contact the office if you have questions 340-0192.

Click us
Infocenter@lcms.org
Ask questions via e-mail.

Celebrate...
October Birthdays
Jennifer Kettner
Carrie Lane
Kristine Murray
Ricky Koch
Colby Edwards
Elizabeth Mowder

10/01
10/10
10/13
10/15
10/25
10/27

We need volunteers
to bring snacks on
Sunday mornings!

Anniversaries
David & Elizabeth Seaman
Bob & Rose Lane
Steve & Lanie Lovelace
Matt & Natalie Iver

10/09
10/24
10/25
10/26

42 yrs.
27 yrs.
15 yrs.
11 yrs.
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Please contact the Church office if
you are new to the congregation or
do not have your birthday and anniversary dates on file.We apologize for any omissions.

Sunday, October 7th Is LWML Sunday!
Next meeting is Saturday, October 13th at
10:00am - Marie Vandiver will be our
hostess. All ladies of the congregation
are invited. We would love to have you
join us!

OKC Metro Area Lutheran Young Adults
18-30 years old
Meets the first Wednesday (10/3) of each month.
1809 NW 35th
Immanuel OKC’s The Hall House
Light dinner provided
Advance Conference

Be inspired by the stories of our
persecuted brothers and sisters! At the VOM ADVANCE conference, speakers from around the world
share personal testimonies about
God’s faithfulness in the midst of persecution. Join us to learn how God’s
kingdom is advancing, even in the face
of fierce opposition. Meet your persecuted family face to face, and let God
use their stories to challenge you to a
deeper, bolder walk with Him. Register
for FREE:VOMAdvance.com or 800747-0085.
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Local Mission Grant Nominees

Members have nominated local missions and we will all vote for the ones you feel
should receive the grant. The top three local missions will each receive the $1,000
grant from out mission outreach budget. Voting is in the narthex.

Anchor Ministries—We are a para-church organization at the University of Central Oklahoma
that is holding fast to the truth of the gospel, strengthening students in their faith, and empowering
students to proclaim a message of hope to those around them.

Birth Choice of Edmond—Birth Choice exists to provide any pregnant woman, concerned

friend or family member compassionate dialog, one to one help, and nurturing support. Volunteers
and staff members provide each woman whatever practical assistance is necessary to help her realize her worth and that of her unborn child. With help from Birth Choice she can choose the gift of
life, simultaneously finding enrichment and spiritual healing. Support is given in a loving, personal,
non-judgmental and strictly confidential way to meet the specific needs of each individual.

Children’s Hospital Volunteer Program – Pet Therapy -Pet therapy is a connection,

ideally one that forms between animals and young patients who may be dealing with serious medical conditions. These animals can help patients recovering from medical conditions, coping with
pain and dealing with the emotional toll of anxiety, sadness, loneliness and fear that often accompany lengthy stays in a hospital. At its most basic level, pet therapy provides a dose of unconditional
love that helps improve quality of life.

Coffee Creek Riding Center—Therapeutic Horsemanship - To help children with dis-

abilities gain strength, coordination, balance and self image utilizing the horse as a motivator in therapeutic riding classes.

Lilyfield— At Lilyfield they serve children, youth, birth, adoptive and foster families by sharing

God’s love in our community. They are committed to excellence in service and the foundation of our
faith in Christ Jesus as they promote safety and stability for children; equip, prepare and counsel
birth, adoptive and foster families; and guide children, youth and families on a path to healing and
permanency.
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Oklahoma Teens for Life - We exist to partner with pregnancy resource centers and give

abortion-vulnerable women a choice that will change their lives forever. We partner with resource
centers all over the nation, providing them with powerful tools and training to more effectively connect with those women in their communities. With the support of people like you, we have built 43
Stork Buses (with 4 currently in production and 8 fundraising), and helped save over 4,000 babies.

Pepper’s Ranch—In 1999, 160 acres north of Edmond and west of Guthrie was purchased and donated to Peppers Ranch with the goal of developing a long-term residential care facility providing quality,
planned care for abused and neglected boys. The first home opened in April 2002, the second in March
2005, the McClendon Equestrian Center was completed in November 2005, and the Watts Ag Center
was completed in May 2006. In January of 2008, Peppers Ranch began an extensive study on how we could
help more children while maximizing the investment of our donor base. After thoroughly researching what
other states were doing, we found three foster care communities, one each in Illinois, Washington and Texas. We spoke with all three on numerous occasions, visited the Texas site, learned how they operated, and
analyzed the advantages compared to our existing group home model. Following this thorough evaluation,
Peppers Ranch became the first foster care community in Oklahoma in early 2009.

Salvation Army—The Salvation Army, an international movement, is an evangelical part of the
universal Christian Church. Its message is based on the Bible. Its ministry is motivated by the love
of God. Its mission is to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ and to meet human needs in His name
without discrimination.

St. Mark Lutheran Preschool Scholarship Fund— The preschool welcomes so many

families but on occasion some need financial help to cover the cost of tuition. Our school is for children ages 1—5.

Upward Transitions— Upward Transitions serves families and individuals who are home-

less, at risk of becoming homeless, or stranded by providing case management and stabilizing resources to help meet basic social needs. Our ultimate goal is to assist families and individuals during times of financial devastation, so they remain – or can return to being – productive contributors
to their community.

7

Join the Prayer Chain:

Cleaning Teams
1st Sat—Lane, Williams
2nd Sat—Drumm, Brown
3rd Sat— Herrs, March & Wilson
4th Sat—Over, Rudat
5th Sat—All Teams
Questions or concerns, please contact Bob & Julie
Drumm
405.330.0109 or 405.694.7478 or drummb@gmail.com
Can you help clean the church?

We have 4 different teams and each team only cleans once a
month. Each team is made up of at least 2 families. We would like
to add some more people on to our teams. This is a great way to
give of your time to the church. On your assigned weekend you
will clean either Friday or Saturday. We have a checklist that
shows all the items that need to be done and on your team day
you split up the jobs. If you would be interested in helping with
this, please contact Bob or Julie Drumm drummb@gmail.com

Do you need a special prayer? Would you like
to pray for others?
Contact:
Julie Drumm 405-694-7478

Email Captain: drummb@gmail.com

Requests can also be included in the Sunday service
bulletin by calling the Church office at 340-0192. To be
added to the phone or e-mail prayer chain contact
Julie.

“And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all
kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind,
be alert and always keep on praying for all the
Lord’s people.” -Eph 6:18

Other Simple Ways to make a difference:
Scrip
Next order is October 7th. You can also order online at www.shopwithscrip.com. St. Mark's code is
DCCAD255756L.. Any questions contact Judy Crabb. By purchasing Gift Cards through Scrip, the retailers
give back a percentage. This money goes into an account to be used for youth retreats, conventions and supports the Lutheran Hour each year. It’s very simple to do!
Feed My People
An ongoing food collection for the Hope Center of Edmond. Each month there is a suggested item(s). When
you go shopping simply pick up a little extra and bring it to drop in the basket! Our church refers people to
the Hope Center when they call requesting assistance.
Mite Box Collection
Save your change/Mites for the monthly LWML Mite Box Collection. Drop your mites in the giant mite box
in the narthex. All money collected is used for missions projects/grants. Lutheran Women’s Missionary
League has done some amazing things with pennies and dimes!
Best Choice Labels
LWML sends in Best Choice Labels. For every 1,000 UPC labels they receive a bonus $60! Easy money for
labels you would otherwise throw away.
Amazon Smile
When ordering from Smile.Amazon.com. don’t forget to show St. Mark Lutheran Church as your charitable
organization. The church will receive a percentage of your purchase.
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Church
Council...
2018-2019
CONGREGATIONAL
OFFICERS
Todd Rudat
President

Bob Drumm
Neil Hoecker
Koey Keylon
Bob Lane
Russell Rupp
David Seaman
Russell Wantland

Vacant
Financial Secretary

Heath Duncan
Bob March
John Over

Trustees

Frank Schutter
Vice-President
Lynnea Glass
Recording Secretary
Jaimee March
Treasurer

CONSTITUTION &
BY-LAWS

If you are interested in
obtaining an updated copy
of the Constitution & ByLaws of the Church, you
can find a copy on the
credenza in the Welcome
Hall.

Ministry of Elders

Natalie Iver
Chairman — Child Dev. Ministry

Brenda Duncan
Kristine Murray
Julia Wantland

Marie Vandiver

Ministry of Education

Financial Secretary — Child Dev. Ministry

Rose Lane

Communications Director

Julie Drumm and
Christine Williams

Board Members — Child Dev. Ministry

TREASURER’S REPORT
Monthly General Fund Giving Target:

October Scriptures

$27,069

August

Oct. 7—Daniel 6:12–27;
Ephesians 6:10–17; Matthew 11:25–30
Oct. 14—Amos 5:6–7, 10–15;
Hebrews 3:12–19; Mark 10:17–22
Oct. 21—Ecclesiastes 5:10–20;
Hebrews 4:1–13; Mark 10:23–31
Oct. 28—Revelation 14:6–7;
Romans 3:19–28; John 8:31–36

Total Income
Expenses

$19,888.12
-$23,065.75

Shortfall

- $3,177.63

General Fund Cash Balance 1/1/2018
YTD Total Income
YTD Expenses
YTD Shortfall
General Fund Balance:

$ 24,877.52
$179,632.31
$197,937.88
-$ 18,305.57
$ 6,571.95

Feed My People
October
Thanksgiving Dinner Items

Scrip– Order on Oct. 7th

Instant mashed potatoes, canned sweet potatoes,
canned gravy, cranberry sauce, green beans, corn
(Donations of money for Turkeys will be collected)
“The King will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did
for one of the least of these brothers of mine you did for
me.” Mt. 25:40
Any questions, contact
David and Elizabeth Seaman at 749-0314.

Thank you everyone for your support! Lots of
cash and carry cards available for purchase!
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10

16
10a Bible Study

23
10a Bible Study
7p Council Mtg

30
10a Bible Study

14 Twenty-first Sun- 15
7p Bowling
day after Pentecost
815a Traditional
930a SS/Bible Class/
Confirmation Class
1045a Contemporary

21 Twenty-second
22
Sunday after Pente- 7p Bowling
cost
815a Traditional
930a SS/Bible Class/
Confirmation Class

28 Reformation Sun-

815a Traditional
930a SS/Bible Class/
Confirmation Class
1045a Contemporary

day

9
10a Bible Study
7p Elders’ Mtg

7 Twentieth Sunday 8
7p Bowling
after Pentecost
815a Traditional
930a SS/Bible Class/
Confirmation Class
1045a Contemporary

29
7p Bowling

3
6p Confirmation
6p Bell Choir

2
10a Bible Study

1
7p Bowling

31
6p Confirmation
6p Bell Choir

24
6p Confirmation
6p Bell Choir

17
6p Bell Choir

10
6p Confirmation
6p Bell Choir

Wed

Tue

Mon

Sun

25
6:30p Dartball

18
6:30p Dartball

11
6:30p Dartball

4
6:30p Dartball

Thu

26

19

12

5

Fri

St. Mark Lutheran Church October 2018

27
Fall Festival/
Trunk or Treat
5:30-7p

20
8a Men’s Bible
Breakfast

13
10a LWML
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Sat

October 7
20th Sun a Pentecost
Elder:
Neil Hoecker
Asst:
Koey Keylon
October 14
21st Sun a Pentecost
Elder:
Bob Drumm
Asst:
Russell Wantland

October 21
22nd Sun a Pentecost
Elder:
Bob Lane
Asst:
Russell Wantland
October 28
Reformation Day
Elder:
David Seaman
Asst:
Koey Keylon

Scripture Readers
Altar Guild

Altar Flowers/
Counters

Flowers:

Kitchen Cleanup/
Church Cleanup

Marie Vandiver

Acolytes
8:15

Counters:
Keith Schreiner
Carlene Rupp

8:15
Sheila Rudat

Church Clean Up
Lane & Williams

8:15
Chris Mowder

10:45
Juliana Murray
Erica Wantland

10:45
Bonnie Poole

Flowers:

10:45
Sheila Rudat

Jean Abrahamson

8:15
Sandy Over

8:15
Christopher Erler

8:15
Richard Abrahamson

Church Clean
Herrs, Wilson &
March

Patty Schutter

Counters:
Bob & Rose Lane

Flowers:

8:15
Nona Smith
RUFUS
Nona Smith

Counters:
Jeff & Lynnea Glass

10:45
Tristan Rudat
Ben Drumm

Church Clean Up
Brown & Drumm

10:45
Sandy Over

8:15
Amy Wilson

Twyla Braly

Flowers:
Counters:
David & Elizabeth
Seaman

10:45
Bob Lane

8:15
Chris Mowder

10:45
Amy Wilson

8:15
Christopher Erler

Church Clean Up
Over & Rudat

8:15

8:15
RUFUS
Nona Smith

10:45
Russell Wantland

8:15
Carlene Rupp

10:45
Gunnar Wantland
Jaxon Lovelace

10:45
Levi Williams
Trevor Rudat

10:45
Bonnie Poole
RUFUS
John Over

8:15
Richard Abrahamson

10:45
Patty Schutter

8:15
Nona Smith
RUFUS
Nona Smith
10:45
David & Elizabeth
Seaman
RUFUS
Carlene Rupp

10:45
Richard Wilson

10:45
Twyla Braly
RUFUS
Sheila Rudat

10:45
Patty Schutter
RUFUS
Koey Keylon

8:15
RUFUS

Greeters

Worship Schedule October 2018
Ushers
8:15
Brian Cross
10:45
LWML

8:15
Richard Abrahamson

10:45
Keith Schreiner
David Seaman
8:15
Brian Cross
10:45
Derek Herrs
Scott Kettner
Shawn Kettner
8:15
Richard Abrahamson
10:45
Heath Duncan
Bob Lane
John Over
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WORSHIP SERVICES
Pastor Mark Erler

Sunday Services
Early Service
Traditional
8:15AM
Sunday School 9:30AM
Late Service
Contemporary 10:45AM

Monthly Newsletter Deadline
We encourage everyone to submit contributions for the St. Mark Messenger newsletter. If you have a short story, humor, quote, etc…, please submit it along with its credits to the Church office. However, we need all material by the 18th of every month in order to edit, compile and publish it.
Help us make this newsletter a quality product to inform, educate and enlighten.

Contact Us:

If you would like to contact Pastor
Erler, please call him at the Church
office at 340-0192 or email pastor@stmarkedmond.org. After hours
or in case of an emergency he can
be reached on his cell at 205-5551
or at home at 844-4992.
To reach our Preschool Director
and DCE Sheila Rudat call 217-201
-1341 or e-mail at
dce@stmarkedmond.org or preschool@stmarkedmond.org.

If you are absent or have a homebound friend, we have a
live video feed of the services located at:
https://www.microseven.com/tv/lv/ZpYwBgIxltp/StMark-Sanctuary.html

St. Mark Lutheran Church & Preschool
1501 N. Bryant Street
Edmond, OK 73034
Ph: 405.340.0192
Fax: 405.340.0290

Church Website: www.stmarkedmond.org
Pastor Erler E-mail: pastor@stmarkedmond.org
Church E-mail: office@stmarkedmond.org
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