Growing
God’s
Family

Saint Mark Messenger

Mission
Statement
Here at St. Mark’s

From the Pastor

Lutheran Church and
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May is a month for all kinds of celebrations. Have you ever thought
about that? We celebrate quite a bit in May. For example, on May
13th, we will be observing Mother’s Day. Mother’s Day is a time for
us to be thankful to God for the love and sacrifices that our moms
have made for us.
This month, there will be many graduations happening. Our congregation will see some of our younger members graduating from high
school and college. We will be saying good-bye to 8 of our preschoolers on May 17th. Graduations are certainly worth celebrating.
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There is something else we celebrate. It is important for me to remind all of us that our celebration of Easter last month is not over,
but instead we are to continue this celebration throughout the year,
not just each Sunday but each day. He is risen. He is risen indeed!
So as we go through these Sundays here in May, let’s celebrate
mothers, graduations, and this season of Easter, a time of continued
praise and thanks to God for all he has done for us and given to
us. Christ is risen!
God Bless You.
Pastor

News from the Mission Field

Rev. P. A. Richard Wokoma
Serving in Africa

Alleluia! Christ is Risen! He is Risen Indeed! Alleluia!
Dear Brethren of St. Mark Lutheran Church, Edmond, OK, my Fellow Workers in the Vineyard!
As expected, Easter Sunday was a very busy Sunday. Three different services, three different
towns. I left home a few minutes before 6:00 a.m. for the first service, which started at 7:45 a.m.
At the first congregation, I was both Preacher and Celebrant. At two of the three congregations, I
preached. At one, I was a Celebrant. At the second congregation (a mission congregation), I only
preached so that I could rush out to try to get to the third congregation. Even with rushing out, I
couldn’t get there in time for the beginning of the service, but I arrived in time to be the Celebrant.
One of my proteges preached in my absence.

I didn’t get home until about 4:00 p.m. and was exhausted. Despite my exhaustion, the students
who didn’t travel home and were still at the seminary came over to my house, so I played host to
them. Praise God I was able to celebrate with them!
I was GLAD! It could have been so lonesome for all of us.
The following week on the students’ return from break, it came to my attention that the understanding of the Doctrine of Justification is very weak among most of the pastors who are in the field and
with some of the students. As a result, through the week I presented 5 lectures on Justification.
One of the officials of the church confirmed that most pastors in the field are very weak in the Doctrine of Justification, which is very scary because of the extremely strong Pentecostal influence in
this country. If you lose the Doctrine of Justification, you have lost the Gospel itself. This topic will
remain a continued focus for students.
LCN National Women’s Rally took place during weeks of April 19, through April 22, 2018. Approximately 2,000 – 3,000 women attended. It was a four day event, Thursday – Sunday. Coincidentally,
the topic of Justification was addressed, even during the panel discussions. Apart from the different sessions where papers and presentations were given, there were other events which included
their March-Past of the Zones Competition and Song Competition of the Zones. The LCN National
Theme is “Called by Christ to Bear Fruit.” The Women’s Rally sub-titled their event “Women Thou
Not Fear,” which technically meant “Called by Christ to Bear Fruit: So Women Thou Not Fear.”
PRAYERS:

1. Glory and Honor be to the Most High God for journey mercies grant to JEML Seminary Stu-

dents, during the Easter break.
2. Pray that the students can maintain focus as they prepare for their finals toward the end of May.
Praise God for revealing the need for continued teaching emphasis on the Doctrine of Justification.
SNIPPETS:

1. Graduation is upcoming, with 45 students slated to graduate in both the pastoral and evangelist
classes.
Some of the graduating students are trying to work around my busy schedule so that I can preach
at their thanksgiving services which will be held throughout the summer.
May the Risen Lord continue to visit/dwell in your heart and home even forevermore! Amen.
Sincerely in-Christ,
Fr. Wokoma.
1 Tim. 1:15.
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Our May LWML meeting will be Saturday, May 12th at 10:00 am.
All ladies of the congregation are
invited.
The ladies of the LWML would like
the congregation to join them in donating items for Birth Choice of Edmond in honor of Mother’s Day. The following items are some of
their most needed: clothing in sizes from preemie to 2T including,
onesies, sleepers, hats for newborns, outfits for spring and summer,
baby shampoo or bath wash, baby lotion, diaper rash ointment, and
bottles.

Preschool open enrollment – We are still enrolling students. We offer
a Summer and a Fall program for 12 months of age through entering
Kindergarten and we still have openings for the fall.. The summer program is completely full. Check out the church website for enrollment
forms and tuition pricing.

Offering Counters Needed
We are in need of a couple more folks to fill out our
weekly offering counter teams. Each team counts the
offering one Sunday a month after the second church
service. Duties involve filling out the weekly offering
summary sheet and preparing the bank deposit bag. It
usually takes about 30 to 40 minutes to complete the offering count each
week. If you would be interested in serving as an offering counter please
contact Keith Schreiner.
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Questions about the
LCMS?
The LCMS Church information Center is here to help you—the
member in the pew, the Church worker in a congregation, or the
nonmember with questions about the Church and its ministry —
in any way we can.

Call us

888-THE-LCMS (843-5267)
This toll-free telephone number connects callers to real live people who will help you find information.

Sundays at 9:30AM There are 2 Adult Bible
Study classes currently. Pastor Erler is teaching
a class in the sanctuary and the Library Class is
lead by David Seaman/Neil Hoecker.

Tuesdays at 10AM Join Pastor Erler in the
church library for this weekday bible study class.

Sundays at 4pm Women’s Bible Study
3rd Saturday at 8AM Men’s Study Bring your
breakfast and join in a study with other men.
Contact the office if you
have questions 340-0192.

Click us
Infocenter@lcms.org
Ask questions via e-mail.

Celebrate...
Anniversaries
May Birthdays
Bob Drumm
Kolton Keylon
Lee Gans
Fadia Jenkins
Aimee Hallenbeck
Ella Murray
Erica Wantland
Neil Hoecker
Nathan Beu
Inge Jost
Kinley Keylon
Twyla Braly

5/1
5/1
5/11
5/11
5/13
5/16
5/16
5/21
5/23
5/24
5/26
5/27

Heinz & Margarete
Blossfeld
Jeff & Lynnea Glass
Todd & Sheila Rudat
Russell & Julia Wantland
Frank & Patty Schutter

Please contact the Church office if you are
new to the congregation or do not have
your birthday and anniversary dates on file.
We apologize for any omissions.

5/14 63 yrs
5/17
5/27
5/27
5/29

We need volunteers to
bring snacks on Sunday
mornings!
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21 yrs
18 yrs
18 yrs
45 yrs

Many dates to choose from throughout the summer. Camp is
for those ages 7 yrs.– 18 yrs. old. Cost to attend camp is
$420 or $390 if paid by May 15th.
For more information and dates of sessions go to
lutherhoma.com

VBS will be held July 22nd – 26th 6 – 7:30pm
For ages 4 yrs. to entering 5th grade.
Volunteers are needed to help in various areas. Please
speak with Sheila if you are available any evening during
VBS.
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Join the Prayer Chain:

Cleaning Teams
1st Sat—Lane, Williams
2nd Sat—Drumm, Brown
3rd Sat— Herr, Wilson
4th Sat—Over, Rudat
5th Sat—All Teams
Questions or concerns, please contact Bob & Julie
Drumm
405.330.0109 or 405.694.7478 or drummb@gmail.com
Can you help clean the church?

We have 4 different teams and each team only cleans once a
month. Each team is made up of at least 2 families. We would like
to add some more people on to our teams. This is a great way to
give of your time to the church. On your assigned weekend you
will clean either Friday or Saturday. We have a checklist that
shows all the items that need to be done and on your team day
you split up the jobs. If you would be interested in helping with
this, please contact Bob or Julie Drumm drummb@gmail.com

Do you need a special prayer? Would you like
to pray for others?
Contact:
Julie Drumm 405-694-7478

Email Captain: drummb@gmail.com

Requests can also be included in the Sunday service
bulletin by calling the Church office at 340-0192. To be
added to the phone or e-mail prayer chain contact
Julie.

“And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all
kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind,
be alert and always keep on praying for all the
Lord’s people.” -Eph 6:18

Other Simple Ways to make a difference:
Scrip
Next order is May 6th. You can also order online at www.shopwithscrip.com. St. Mark's code is
DCCAD255756L.. Any questions contact Judy Crabb. By purchasing Gift Cards through Scrip, the retailers
give back a percentage. This money goes into an account to be used for youth retreats, conventions and supports the Lutheran Hour each year. It’s very simple to do!
Feed My People
An ongoing food collection for the Hope Center of Edmond. Each month there is a suggested item(s). When
you go shopping simply pick up a little extra and bring it to drop in the basket! Our church refers people to
the Hope Center when they call requesting assistance.
Mite Box Collection
Save your change/Mites for the monthly LWML Mite Box Collection. Drop your mites in the giant mite box
in the narthex. All money collected is used for missions projects/grants. Lutheran Women’s Missionary
League has done some amazing things with pennies and dimes!
Best Choice Labels
LWML sends in Best Choice Labels. For every 1,000 UPC labels they receive a bonus $60! Easy money for
labels you would otherwise throw away.
Amazon Smile
When ordering from Smile.Amazon.com. don’t forget to show St. Mark Lutheran Church as your charitable
organization. The church will receive a percentage of your purchase.
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Church
Council...
2017-2018
CONGREGATIONAL
OFFICERS
Richard Wilson
President

Bob Drumm
Neil Hoecker
Koey Keylon
Bob Lane
Russell Rupp
David Seaman
Russell Wantland

Bonnie Poole
Financial Secretary

James Dilley
Heath Duncan
John Over

Trustees

Christopher Mowder
Vice-President
Lynnea Glass
Recording Secretary
Keith Schreiner*
temp until replacement
found
Treasurer

Ministry of Elders

Brenda Duncan
Kristine Murray
Amy Wilson

CONSTITUTION &
BY-LAWS

If you are interested in
obtaining an updated copy
of the Constitution & ByLaws of the Church, you
can find a copy on the
credenza in the Welcome
Hall.

Natalie Iver
Chairman — Child Dev. Ministry

Ministry of Education

Marie Vandiver

Financial Secretary — Child Dev. Ministry

Rose Lane

Communications Director

Julie Drumm and
Christine Williams

Board Members — Child Dev. Ministry

TREASURER’S REPORT

May Scriptures

Monthly General Fund Giving Target:

May 6— Acts 1:1-11; Ephesians 1:15-23;
Luke 24:44-53
May 13—Acts 1:12–26,1 John 5:9–15;
John 17:11b–19
May 20—Ezekiel 37:1–14; Acts 2:1–21;
John 15:26–27; 16:4b–15
May 27—Isaiah 6:1–8; Acts 2:14a, 22–
36; John 3:1–17

$27,249

March
Total Income
Expenses

$20,431.45
-$27,558.19

February Shortfall

-$ 7,126.74

General Fund Cash Balance 1/1/2018
YTD Total Income
YTD Expenses
YTD Shortfall
General Fund Balance:

$24,877.52
$63,955.47
$74,578.04
-$10,622.57
$14,254.95

Feed My People
May

Canned Fruits &
Vegetables

Scrip– Order on May 6th

“The King will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did
for one of the least of these brothers of mine you
did for me.” Mt. 25:40
Any questions, contact
David and Elizabeth Seaman at 749-0314.

Thank you everyone for your
support! Lots of cash and carry cards available
for purchase!
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CONGRATULATIONS
2018 GRADUATES!!
Ashley Hallenbeck
Ashley is graduating valedictorian from Edmond North High School. She will be attending Oklahoma State University in the fall
and intends to pursue a degree in studio art,
with a focus on painting. Ashley has also
been accepted into the OSU music program
to play oboe with the symphony orchestra
as a non-music major.

Braden Storts
Braden went to school at Oklahoma State University in Stillwater, Oklahoma. He is graduating
this May with a B.S. in Accounting. While at OSU,
he was a Resident Advisor and was involved
with RHA and CRU, and was a regular at trivia
night. Braden is currently looking for a job in
Accounting, and will either be staying in Stillwater or moving to Houston.
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Carrie Lane
Carrie Lane She went to John Brown University in Siloam
Springs, Ark. and earned a Bachelor's Degree in Outdoor Leadership Ministry. Carrie will be working at Lake Geneva Youth
Camp in Lake Geneva, WI for the summer.
She will return to John Brown to complete a Masters Degree
in Counseling and will be completing a graduate assistantship at
New Life Ranch.

Ethan Williams
Ethan David Williams is graduating from Edmond
North High School and the Francis Tuttle PreEngineering Academy. He is a Valedictorian with Distinction, State Regent’s Academic Scholar and an AP
Scholar. He plans to attend Oklahoma State University in the fall and major in Aerospace and Mechanical
Engineering.

Joshua Drumm
Joshua Kenneth Drumm is graduating from the University
of Central Oklahoma with the following degrees: Computer Science, Computer Science -Information Sciences,
Computer Science -Applied , Software Engineering and a
minor in Mathematics. Josh's future plans are to obtain a
Masters degree in Software Engineering at Arizona State
University.
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Linda Jenkins
Linda graduated from the University of Oregon
with a Master's of Music in Flute Performance
last December. She is moving to Denton this
summer to pursue a Graduate Artist's Certificate at the University of North Texas.

Michaela Seely
Michaela is graduating from homeschool. She
has been homeschooled for all of her schooling
except for 2 years at Edmond Memorial. She is a
former competitive swimmer who is passionate
about Crossfit. She would love to open her own
gym at some point. She is very close to her 2
older sisters Jordan and Julia and loves animals.
She will be attending UCO in the fall but has not
decided on a major.
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Greetings from St. Louis:
Call Day has come and gone. It is now official. God
has called us to serve the people in Lubbock, Texas,
both at the congregation of Redeemer Lutheran
Church and at the Lutheran Student Fellowship Center
at the Texas Tech University campus. Fadia and I both
have long held a deep concern for college students. It
is a time in a person’s life when they are more open to
questions of spiritual import than at any other in their
lives.
The members of Redeemer Lutheran have reached out
to the campus ministry because they believe the same
thing that I believe; that we have been put here, in this
place, at this time, to speak the Gospel of Christ to
people who otherwise would never have heard the
good news that God cares for them, loves them, so
much that He chose to become one of us, to die in our
place, that we could become part of God’s own family.

This will be the beginning of a year of further learning for me. I will now be a
“vicar.” I am not a pastor, yet. I still have a lot to learn (and always will). But I
pray that God has already been developing in me His heart for both the not-yetsaved and the saved-but-still-waiting. The later absolutely includes me.
There are so many thoughts and emotions swirling around within me that I can
hardly communicate what I wish. I wish that my father had lived to see this day.
I wish that I were worthy of this calling. I wish….a lot of things. I pray that God
will use us to build His kingdom. Amen.
In Christ,
W. Jeff Jenkins
Soon-to-be Vicar,
Redeemer Lutheran Church
Lubbock, Texas.
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WORSHIP SERVICES
Pastor Mark Erler

Sunday Services
Early Service
Traditional
8:15AM
Sunday School 9:30AM
Late Service
Contemporary 10:45AM

Monthly Newsletter Deadline
We encourage everyone to submit contributions for the St. Mark Messenger newsletter. If you have a short story, humor, quote, etc…, please submit it along with its credits to the Church office. However, we need all material by the 18th of every month in order to edit, compile and publish it.
Help us make this newsletter a quality product to inform, educate and enlighten.

Contact Us:

If you would like to contact Pastor
Erler, please call him at the Church
office at 340-0192 or email pastor@stmarkedmond.org. After hours
or in case of an emergency he can
be reached on his cell at 205-5551
or at home at 844-4992.
To reach our Preschool Director
and DCE Sheila Rudat call 217-201
-1341 or e-mail at
dce@stmarkedmond.org or preschool@stmarkedmond.org.

If you are absent or have a homebound friend, we have a
live video feed of the services located at:
https://www.microseven.com/tv/lv/ZpYwBgIxltp/StMark-Sanctuary.html

St. Mark Lutheran Church & Preschool
1501 N. Bryant Street
Edmond, OK 73034
Ph: 405.340.0192
Fax: 405.340.0290

Church Website: www.stmarkedmond.org
Pastor Erler E-mail: pastor@stmarkedmond.org
Church E-mail: office@stmarkedmond.org
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