
  

 

 

˭́̒̃̈ ˒ːˑ˕ 
aƛǎǎƛƻƴ 
{ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ 

˨̅̒̅ ́̔ ˳̔ˌ ˭́̒̋Ν̓  

ˬ̔̈̅̒́̎̕ ˣ̈̒̃̈̕ ́̎̄ 

˰̒̅̓̃̈̏̏̌ˍ ̗̅ ̖̂̅̌̉̅̅ 

̉̎ Ο˧ ̗̒̏̉̎̇ ˧̏̄Ν̓ 

˦̙́̍̉̌Πˌ ˹̏̕ ̗̉̌̌ ̓̅̅ 

̔̈̉̓ ̍̉̓̓̉̏̎ ̓̔́̔̅ˎ

̍̅̎̔ ̏̎ ̏̒̕ ̂̌̌̅̕ˎ

̔̉̎̓ˍ ̂̓̉̎̅̓̓̕ ̃́̒̄̓ˍ 

̗̎̅̓̌̅̔̔̅̒ ́̎̄ ̏̔̈̅̒ 

̐̒̉̎̔̅̄ ̃̏̒̒̅̓̐̏̎̄ˎ

̅̎̃̅ˌ ˮ̗̅ ̎́̍̅̔́̇̓ 

́̒̅ ́̌̓̏ ̖́́̉̌́̂̌̅ˌ 

Growing 
?f[Ċjĕ 
Family  Saint Mark   Messenger 

˩̎̓̉̄̅ ̔̈̉̓ ̉̓̓̅̕˚ 

˭̉̓̓̉̏̎ ˮ̗̅̓ ˡ̆̒̉̃́  ˒

ˣ̌̅́̎̉̎̇ ˴̅́̍̓  ˓

ˬ˷˭ˬ  ˓

ˬ̅̎̔̅̎ ˷̏̒̓̈̉̐ 

˳̃̈̅̄̌̅̕ 

 

 ̞

˭̅Ν̎̓ ˦̗̅̌̌̏̓̈̉̐  ̠

˰̒̅̓̃̈̏̏̌  ̠

  

  
  

  

 

aŀǊŎƘ нлму 

From the Pastor 

  
 
 
 

Greetings in the name of Jesus! 

 
Well, it is official.  The Christmas/Epiphany season is over.  That seems 

a long time ago now, doesnõt it?  The joys of the yuletide are now way 

behind us, and we find ourselves in the season of Lent.  Lent can be a 

depressing time of year, what with all the talk of sin, repentance,  
Jesusõ death and all.  But I would like to remind us all, my brothers 

and sisters in Christ, that it doesn't have to be that way. 

 
It is true that in Lent, we have that yearly reminder in the church cal-

endar of what Jesus endured and suffered.  But it should not be de-

pressing to us when we are also reminded in this season that He en-

dured and suffered all these things FOR US .  Jesus loves us so much, 

He was willing to undergo the trials of the cross, so that we would 

have eternal life.  Therefore, as we gather as a Christian family for 

Lenten services each Wednesday this month, let's do so reminded 

and thankful for what God has done for us. 

 
Be sure and join us here for the Wednesdays of Lent.  We will have 

dinner at 6:00 p.m., and we have church at 7:00 p.m.  The theme for 

our Wednesday Lenten Services is òThe Sounds of Lent.ó  And donõt 

forget our services Maundy Thursday, March 29 at 7 p.m., and Good 

Friday Tennebrae, March 30 at 8 p.m.  I will see you at worship! 

 

God bless. 
 

Pastor Erler 
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News from the Mission Field  
Rev. P. A. Richard Wokoma 

Serving in Africa 

Dear ones, my beloved family, 

 
There's a saying in Africa, a bird by name Woodpecker had said that when his mother dies he would carve 

a very good coffin to bury her, since he has been a wood pecker and have been pecking/carving, among 

other things, coffins. He planned it for years. Unfortunately, when his mother died, this Woodpecker had 

a big boil in his mouth and was not able to carve the coffin for his mom. That is what has happened this 

past Ash Wednesday/Valentine's Day to me. I had planned to send my usual Ash Wednesday note with a 

Valentine tone to you, my beloved brethren, but with me traveling on treacherous and dangerous roads 

to meet guests, in addition to being in an area without internet service or electricity, I was unable to do 

such a thing Yet again, my laptop literally gave up on me (when it rains it pours). 

 
However, one is still reflecting on the fact that Ash Wednesday this year fell on Valentine's Day, February 

14. What a paradox, yet a beautiful one! "Love" is sacrifice. The idea that we need to repent for our lack 

of sacrifice for each other, the idea that we have to sacrifice for each other in love (this you continue 

to do very well for me ), the idea that we have to reconcile and restore such love and sacrifice is chal-

lenging, but at the same time complementary. The beginning of the Lenten Season and Valentine's Day 

shows us the example of our Lord's love and sacrifice. It brings to mind our True Valentine, who for us 

men and for our salvation came down from heaven, went into the wilderness, fasting forty days and forty 

nights, enduring every temptation, and giving the ultimate Love, Himself. Indeed, a true Valentine gift, in-

deed, a true Valentine love, indeed, our ultimate Valentine! 

 
Thank you for demonstrating the love of our Lord in all your sacrifices for me and my students at JEM Lu-

theran Seminary. 

 

Have a Glorious Lenten Season in Him, my beloved ones. Amen! 

 

Prayer Requests: 

 
1) Thank God for journey mercies for the returning students, even in the face of adversity and threats of 

harm. One student was returning to seminary on public transportation, there was a terrible accident and 

all the passengers were killed except our student. He was the only survivor. Pray for the Lord to relieve 

his sufferings as he suffer facial injuries on his nose and forehead. 
Another student was returning on a passenger bike and had an accident injuring the vein on his leg. Pray 

for both of them to have complete healing, and let us thank the Lord again for preserving their lives. 

 
2) Pray for the families of two of our seminarians who have lost their parents. One student lost his moth-

er, the other lost his father.  

 

Sincerely in-Christ, 

Fr. Wokoma - (LC-MS: Missionary in Africa). 

1 Tim. 1:15.  
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Our March LWML meeting will be Satur-
day, March 10, at 10:00 am with Sheila 
Rudat as our hostess.  All ladies   
of the congregation are invited. 
 
We continue to collect items for No 
Boundaries such as clothes, blankets, 
shoes, toiletries, or anything else that 

you think the homeless & very low income people can use.  So far, we have 
collected nine big sacks.  There is a box in the narthex for these items.  We ap-
preciate all of the help from the congregation!   

Sponsor Altar Flowers 
 

Each week different families sponsor the altar flower either in hon-
or or memory of someone or to celebrate birthdays or anniver-
saries.  The cost is $45 .  We have flowers on the altar every week 
and on weeks when they are not sponsored it just comes out of the 
church budget.  We want to encourage more people to sponsor the 
flowers.  You are able to take the flowers home after the late ser-
vice on that Sunday.  The flower chart is on the bulletin board out-
side the church office.   

Easter Lilies  

 

If you would like to purchase 

lilies for the alter for Easter 

Sunday please sign up in the 

narthex  

Cost is $13 each  
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BAKE SALE 
Sunday, March 25th 

Benefits the Easter Egg Hunt 
Please have baked goods at 
the church by 9:00am 

SATURDAY, MARCH 31st 
11:30 AM 

Bring your Easter baskets and join the 
fun!! 

Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, chips and drinks 
immediately following the Easter Egg Hunt 
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LENTEN SERVICES AND MEALS 

ñThe Sounds of Lentò 
 

March 7th 
6pm Dinner 

7pm Worship Service 
 

March 14th 
6pm Dinner 

7pm Worship Service 
 

March 21st 
6pm Dinner 

7pm Worship Service 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 
March 29th 

7pm Worship Service 
 

GOOD FRIDAY 
March 30th 

8pm Tenebrae Service 
 

EASTER SUNDAY 
8:15am Traditional Worship Service 

9:30am Easter Breakfast 
10:45 Contemporary Worship Service 
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March Birthdays  
 
Laura Over   3/01 
Anna Edwards   3/02 
Weston Edwards  3/06 
Trey Rudat   3/06 
Ann Seely    3/07 
Ruth Avery   3/10 
Shawn Berg   3/11 
Max Towle    3/11 
Jennifer Herrs   3/16 
Ashley Hallenbeck  3/21 
Ethan Edwards   3/24 
Dana Hallenbeck  3/24 
Richard Wilson   3/24 
Merle Wagner   3/25 
Heinz Blossfield  3/26 
Alyssa Koch   3/26 
Elizabeth Lane   3/26 
Beverly Dilley   3/28 
Elham Behbood   3/29 
Eunhee Lee   3/29 

Celebrate... 

Questions about the 
LCMS? 

 

The LCMS Church information Center is here to help youðthe 
member in the pew, the Church worker in a congregation, or the 
nonmember with questions about the Church and its ministry ð

in any way we can. 

Call us 
888-THE-LCMS (843-5267) 

This toll-free telephone number connects callers to real live peo-

ple who will help you find information. 
 

Click us 
Infocenter@lcms.org 

Ask questions via e-mail. 

˳̙̎̄́̓̕ ́̔ ˙˚˓ːˡ˭ ˴̈̅̒̅ ́̒̅ ˒ ˡ̄̌̔̕ ˢ̉̂̌̅ 

˳̙̔̄̕ ̃̌́̓̓̅̓ ̙̃̒̒̅̎̔̌̕ˌ  ˰́̓̔̏̒ ˥̒̌̅̒ ̉̓ ̔̅́̃̈̉̎̇ 

́ ̃̌́̓̓ ̉̎ ̔̈̅ ̙̓́̎̃̔́̒̕ ́̎̄ ̔̈̅ ˬ̙̉̂̒́̒ ˣ̌́̓̓ ̉̓ 

̌̅́̄ ̙̂ ˤ̖́̉̄ ˳̅́̍́̎ˏˮ̅̉̌ ˨̏̅̃̋̅̒ˌ 
 

˴̙̅̓̄́̓̕ ́̔ ˑːˡ˭ ˪̏̉̎ ˰́̓̔̏̒ ˥̒̌̅̒ ̉̎ ̔̈̅ 

̃̈̒̃̈̕ ̙̌̉̂̒́̒ ̆̏̒ ̔̈̉̓ ̗̙̅̅̋̄́ ̂̉̂̌̅ ̙̓̔̄̕ ̃̌́̓̓ˌ 

 

˳̙̎̄́̓̕ ́̔ ˔̐̍ ˷̏̍̅Ν̎̓ ˢ̉̂̌̅ ˳̙̔̄̕  
 

˓̒̄ ˳ ̙́̔̒̄́̕ ́̔ ˘ˡ˭ ˭̅̎Ν̓ ˳̙̔̄̕ ˢ̒̉̎̇ ̙̏̒̕ 

̂̒̅́̋̆́̓̔ ́̎̄ ̊̏̉̎ ̉̎ ́ ̙̓̔̄̕ ̗̉̔̈ ̏̔̈̅̒ ̍̅̎ˌ 

ˣ̏̎̔́̃̔ ̔̈̅ ̏̆̆̉̃̅ ̉̆ ̙̏̕ 

̖̈́̅ ̑̅̓̔̉̏̎̓̕ ˓˔ː-ːˑ˙˒ˌ 

 Please contact the Church office if you are 

new to the congregation or do not have 

your birthday and anniversary dates on file. 

We apologize for any omissions.  

We need volunteers to 

bring snacks on Sunday 

mornings! 
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Preschool open enrollment ï We 
are still enrolling students.   We offer 
a Summer and  a Fall program for 12 
months of age through entering Kin-
dergarten.  Check out the church 
website for enrollment forms and tuition pricing.   

MARCH MADNESS 
MENõS FELLOWSHIP  

 
Friday, March 16th 

6:00pm 
Pastor Erlerõs House 
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Join the Prayer Chain:  
Do you need a special prayer?   Would you like 

to pray for others? 
ˣ̏̎̔́̃̔˚ 

   ˪̕ ̌̉̅ ˤ̒̍̍̕ ˔ː˕-˖˙-̝˗˔˗˘ 

   ˥̍ ́̉̌ ˣ́̐̔́̉̎˚ ̄̒̍̍̂̕ˠ̇̍́̉̌ˌ̃̏̍ 

 

˲̅̑̅̓̔̓̕ ̃́̎ ́̌̓̏ ̂̅ ̉̎̃̌̄̅̄̕ ̉̎ ̔̈̅ ˳̙̎̄́̕ ̖̓̅̒̉̃̅ 

̂̌̌̅̔̉̎̕ ̙̂ ̃́̌̌̉̎̇ ̔̈̅ ˣ̈̒̃̈̕ ̏̆̆̉̃̅ ́̔ ˓˔ː-ːˑ˙˒ˌ ˴̏ ̂̅ 

́̄̄̅̄ ̔̏ ̔̈̅ ̐̈̏̎̅ ̏̒ ̅-̍́̉̌ ̙̐̒́̅̒ ̃̈́̉̎ ̃̏̎̔́̃̔ 

˪̌̉̅̕ˌ 
 

òAnd pray  in the Spirit on all occasions with all 

kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, 

be alert and always keep on praying for all the 

Lordõs people.ó -Eph 6:18 

Other Simple Ways to make a difference:  
{ŎǊƛǇ 
Next order is March 4th.  You can also order online at www.shopwithscrip.com. St. Mark's code is 

DCCAD255756L.. Any questions contact Judy Crabb. By purchasing Gift Cards through Scrip, the retailers 

give back a percentage. This money goes into an account to be used for youth retreats, conventions and sup-

ports the Lutheran Hour each year. Itõs very simple to do! 

 
CŜŜŘ aȅ tŜƻǇƭŜ 
An ongoing food collection for the Hope Center of Edmond. Each month there is a suggested item(s). When 

you go shopping simply pick up a little extra and bring it to drop in the basket! Our church refers people to 

the Hope Center when they call requesting assistance.  

 
aƛǘŜ .ƻȄ /ƻƭƭŜŎǝƻƴ 
Save your change/Mites for the monthly LWML Mite Box Collection. Drop your mites in the giant mite box 

in the narthex. All money collected is used for missions projects/grants. Lutheran Womenõs Missionary 

League has done some amazing things with pennies and dimes! 

 

Best Choice Labels  
LWML sends in Best Choice Labels.  For every 1,000 UPC labels they receive a bonus $60!  Easy money for 

labels you would otherwise throw away. 

 

Amazon Smile  

When ordering from Smile.Amazon.com. donõt forget to show St. Mark Lutheran Church as your charitable   

organization.  The church will receive a percentage of your purchase. 

/ƭŜŀƴƛƴƎ ¢ŜŀƳǎ 
ΧÓÔ 3ÁÔɂ,ÁÎÅȟ 7ÉÌÌÉÁÍÓ 
ΨÎÄ 3ÁÔɂ$ÒÕÍÍȟ "ÒÏ×Î  
ΩÒÄ 3ÁÔɂ (ÅÒÒȟ 7ÉÌÓÏÎ 
ΪÔÈ 3ÁÔɂ/ÖÅÒȟ 2ÕÄÁÔ 
ΫÔÈ 3ÁÔɂ!ÌÌ 4ÅÁÍÓ 
1ÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÒ ÃÏÎÃÅÒÎÓȟ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔ "ÏÂ Ǫ *ÕÌÉÅ 
$ÒÕÍÍ 
ΪΦΫȢΩΩΦȢΦΧΦί ÏÒ ΪΦΫȢάίΪȢέΪέή ÏÒ ÄÒÕÍÍÂΆÇÍÁÉÌȢÃÏÍ 
 

Can you help clean the church ? 
We have 4 different teams  and each team only cleans once a 

month.  Each team is made up of at least 2 families. We would like 

to add some more people on to our teams.  This is a great way to 

give of your time to the church.  On your assigned weekend you 

will clean either Friday or Saturday.  We have a checklist that 

shows all the items that need to be done and on your team day 

you split up the jobs.  If you would be interested in helping with 

this, please contact Bob or Julie Drumm drummb@gmail.com 

http://www.shopwithscrip.com
mailto:drummb@gmail.com
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Church  
   Council... 

.ƻƴƴƛŜ tƻƻƭŜ 
CƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ 

 
James Dilley 
Heath Duncan 
John Over 
Trustees 
 
Brenda Duncan 
Kristine Murray 
Amy Wilson 
Ministry of Education 
 
Rose Lane 
Communications Director 
 

Bob Drumm 
Neil Hoecker 
Koey Keylon 
Bob Lane 
Russell Rupp 
David Seaman 
Russell Wantland 
Ministry of Elders 
 
Natalie Iver 
Chairman ̄  Child Dev. Ministry 
 
Marie Vandiver 
Financial Secretary ̄  Child Dev. Ministry 
 
Julie Drumm and  
Christine Williams 
Board Members ̄  Child Dev. Ministry 

CONSTITUTION &  
BY-LAWS  

If you are interested in 
obtaining an updated copy 
of the Constitution & By-
Laws of the Church, you 
can find a copy on the 

credenza in the Welcome 
Hall.  

TREASURERõS REPORT 
 

˭̙̏̎̔̈̌ ˧̅̎̅̒́̌ ˦̎̄̕ ˧̖̉̉̎̇ ˴́̒̇̅̔˚  ˃˒˗ˍ˒˔˙ 

  January 
 

                                        Total Income         $18,922.81 

                                             Expenses         -$22,909.49 

            

          January Shortfall        - $ 3,986.68 

  

General Fund Cash Balance 1/1/2018           $24,877.52 

                       YTD Total Income               $18,922.81 

                       YTD Expenses                     $22,909.49   

                        General Fund Balance:         $20,890.84 

 

2017-2018 
CONGREGATIONAL  
OFFICERS 

wƛŎƘŀǊŘ ²ƛƭǎƻƴ 
tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 
  
/ƘǊƛǎǘƻǇƘŜǊ aƻǿŘŜǊ 
±ƛŎŜ-tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 
 
[ȅƴƴŜŀ Dƭŀǎǎ 
wŜŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ  
 
YŜƛǘƘ {ŎƘǊŜƛƴŜǊϝ  
ǘŜƳǇ ǳƴǝƭ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ 
ŦƻǳƴŘ 
¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ 

 

March Scriptures 
 
March 4thðExodus 20:1-17; 1 Corinthi-
ans 1:18-31; John 2:13-22 
 
March 11thðNumbers 21:4-9; 2  
Ephesians 2: 21-10; John 3:14-21 
 
March 18thðJeremiah 31:31-34;  
Hebrews 5:1-10 Mark 10:35-45 
 
March 25thðZechariah 9:9-12;  
Philippians 2:5-11; Mark 15:1-47 
 CŜŜŘ aȅ tŜƻǇƭŜ 

March 

Boxed Dinners 
 

òThe King will reply, ôI tell you the truth, whatever you did 
for one of the least of these brothers of mine you  

did for me.ó Mt. 25:40 
Any questions, contact  

David and Elizabeth Seaman at 749-0314.   

{ŎǊƛǇð Order on March 4th  

 
 Thank you everyone for your sup-
port!  Lots of cash and carry cards 
available for purchase! 
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Contact Us:  
If you would like to contact Pastor 
Erler, please call him at the Church 
office at 340-0192 or email pas-
tor@stmarkedmond.org. After hours 
or in case of an emergency he can 
be reached on his cell at 205-5551 
or at home at 844-4992.   
To reach our Preschool Director 
and DCE Sheila Rudat call 217-201
-1341 or e-mail at 
dce@stmarkedmond.org or pre-
school@stmarkedmond.org. 

WORSHIP SERVICES  
 Pastor Mark Erler 
 

 Sunday Services 

    Early Service  

      Traditional      8:15AM 

    Sunday School  9:30AM 

    Late Service     

    Contemporary 10:45AM 

Monthly Newsletter Deadline  
 

²Ŝ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǘƻ ǎǳōƳƛǘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ǘΦ aŀǊƪ aŜǎǎŜƴπ
ƎŜǊ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘ ǎǘƻǊȅΣ ƘǳƳƻǊΣ ǉǳƻǘŜΣ ŜǘŎΧΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǎǳōπ
Ƴƛǘ ƛǘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘǎ ŎǊŜŘƛǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŶŎŜΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ŀƭƭ Ƴŀπ
ǘŜǊƛŀƭ ōȅ ǘƘŜ муǘƘ ƻŦ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƳƻƴǘƘ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ŜŘƛǘΣ ŎƻƳǇƛƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘ ƛǘΦ 
IŜƭǇ ǳǎ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ ŀ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘ ǘƻ ƛƴŦƻǊƳΣ ŜŘǳŎŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ Ŝƴπ
ƭƛƎƘǘŜƴΦ 

St. Mark Lutheran Church & Preschool 
1501 N. Bryant Street 
Edmond, OK 73034 
Ph: 405.340.0192 
Fax: 405.340.0290 

Church Website: www.stmarkedmond.org 
Pastor Erler E-mail: pastor@stmarkedmond.org 
Church E-mail: office@stmarkedmond.org 

If you are absent or have a homebound friend, we have a 

live video feed of the services located at: 
https://www.microseven.com/tv/lv/ZpYwBgIxltp/St-
Mark-Sanctuary.html 

https://www.microseven.com/tv/lv/ZpYwBgIxltp/St-Mark-Sanctuary.html
https://www.microseven.com/tv/lv/ZpYwBgIxltp/St-Mark-Sanctuary.html

