
  

 

 

March 2015 
Mission 
Statement 

Here at St. Mark’s  

Lutheran Church and 

Preschool, we believe 

in “Growing God’s 

Family”. You will see 

this mission state-

ment on our bulle-

tins, business cards, 

newsletter and other 

printed correspond-

ence. New nametags 

are also available. 
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April 2018 

From the Pastor 

  
 
 
 

As this newsletter comes out, it is now April.  Spring has sprung.  The 

weather is warmer, the birds are singing, and golf clubs are leav-

ing  their closets and greeting the sun after their Winter hiberna-

tion.  While all these things are pleasant, as we leave Winter behind, 

we are also leaving Lent behind, and the Festival of Easter is now 

with us. 

 
I have always found it ironic that in our society, we make much ado 

about Christmas, but all Easter seems to be is a day to sell hams for 

less and yet another gimmick for furniture and lawnmower sales.  For 

Christians, this should be the biggest day of the year.  While on 

Christmas, we applaud the beginning of Jesus’ earthly ministry, on 

Easter, we celebrate its accomplishment!  Jesus rose from the 

dead!  Sin is defeated!  Death is vanquished!  We are saved! 

 
I would invite all of us here in our Christian family to keep these 

facts in mind in the weeks ahead.  And I would also invite all of you 

to take advantage of (and bring a friend to) all of the worship oppor-

tunities we will have for you here at St. Mark.   

 

God bless you all this special time of year. 

 

Pastor Erler 
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News from the Mission Field  
Rev. P. A. Richard Wokoma 

Serving in Africa 

 
To You, My Beloved Supporters, 
 

Greetings in the Name of our Risen Lord! 
Christ is Risen! He is risen indeed! Itôs not an April foolôs joke, it is REAL/FACT! Alleluia! 
Prayers for you on this His victorious day: Lord Jesus, we no longer see You in disgrace 
and humility because of our sins, but in exaltation and glory for our justification. Take us 
from the grave of sin, doubt, sorrow, weakness, calamity, temporal and spiritual misery, 
and let us share in Your victory, life, joy, power, and glory. Bring that about especially for 
these my faithful supporters. Amen! 
We thank God our most recent visiting professor, Rev. Steve Briel from Corcoran, MN. 
Rev. Briel taught a total of 123 credit hours, 63 credit hours for Hebrew Language, 30 
credit hours for God and Creation, and 30 credit hours for The Book of Genesis. Genesis 
was taught in Hebrew. How great that the students were able to learn Genesis in the lan-
guage that God spoke to Moses, the language of the Prophets!  The students greatly en-
joyed him and everything they learned. 
Rev. Steve Briel also preached weekly at mid-week chapel services, every Wednesday for 
5 Wednesdays, and he preached every Sunday in the villages, except the Sunday he trav-
eled back.  We thank the Lord for his energy. May the Lord replenish him always! Amen! 
Pray that the impact he has made on the students will continue to grow, especially in the 
area of exegetical work so they put to use what they have learned. Some of them have 
now expressed interest in specializing in exegetical work in the Old Testament.  
Snippets: 

1)     The Seminary choir is hoping to have an audio CD recorded after the Easter break 
for use as a fundraiser to raise money to support the Seminary, especially during 
this current financial crisis. 

2)     School resumption will be April 6, the first weekend of April. 
3)     The entrance exams for the upcoming academic year, 2019/2020, have recently 

taken place (March 16-17, 2018). Although 80% of the individuals who took the ex-
amination passed, only 47 students will be selected for admission due to a lack of 
dormitory space, and also the unexpected and drastic reduction in financial support 
from the LCMS Office of International Mission. 

Prayers: 
1)     Pray the Lord protect the students in their journeys during Easter break and bring 

them back safely. 
2)     Pray that the seminary renovation project will come to completion this year. 

May our Risen and Victorious Lord continue to keep you in the Shadow of His Wings as 
you continue to journey with me in this mission field. Amen. 

 

Sincerely in-Christ, 
 

Fr. Wokoma - (LC-MS: Missionary in Africa). 
1 Tim. 1:15.  

  

x-apple-data-detectors://4
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Our April LWML meeting will be Sat-
urday, April 14th, at 10:00 am.   
All ladies  of the congregation are 
invited. 
We continue to collect items for No 
Boundaries such as clothes, blan-
kets, shoes, toiletries, or anything 

else that you think the homeless & very low income people can use.  
There is a box in the narthex for these items.  We appreciate all of 
the help from the congregation!   
 
 
 
 

Sponsor Altar Flowers 
 

Each week different families sponsor the altar flower ei-
ther in honor or memory of someone or to celebrate 
birthdays or anniversaries.  The cost is $45 .  We have 
flowers on the altar every week and on weeks when they 
are not sponsored it just comes out of the church budget.  
We want to encourage more people to sponsor the flow-
ers.  You are able to take the flowers home after the late 
service on that Sunday.  The flower chart is on the bulle-
tin board outside the church office.   

 
 
 
 
 
Preschool open enrollment – We are still enrolling students.   We offer 
a Summer and  a Fall program for 12 months of age through entering Kin-
dergarten and we still have openings for the fall..  The summer program is 
completely full. Check out the church website for enrollment forms and tu-
ition pricing.   
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April Birthdays  
 
John Over    4/01 
Evan Drumm   4/04 
Scott Erler    4/04 
Koey Keylon   4/04 
Tristan Rudat   4/08 
Stephen Gaede   4/09 
Kristy Theimer           4/12 
Carol Williams   4/14 
Brian Cross   4/23 
Luke Williams   4/23 
Behr Wantland   4/24 
Joshua Drumm   4/27 

Celebrate... 

Questions about the 
LCMS? 

 

The LCMS Church information Center is here to help youðthe 
member in the pew, the Church worker in a congregation, or the 
nonmember with questions about the Church and its ministry ð

in any way we can. 

Call us 
888-THE-LCMS (843-5267) 

This toll-free telephone number connects callers to real live peo-

ple who will help you find information. 
 

Click us 
Infocenter@lcms.org 

Ask questions via e-mail. 

Sundays at 9:30AM There are 2 Adult Bible 

Study classes currently.  Pastor Erler is teaching 

a class in the sanctuary and the Library Class is 

lead by David Seaman/Neil Hoecker. 
 

Tuesdays at 10AM Join Pastor Erler in the 

church library for this weekday bible study class. 

 

Sundays at 4pm Women’s Bible Study  
 

3rd Saturday at 8AM Men’s Study Bring your 

breakfast and join in a study with other men. 

Contact the office if you 

have questions 340-0192. 

 Please contact the Church office if you are 

new to the congregation or do not have 

your birthday and anniversary dates on file. 

We apologize for any omissions.  

We need volunteers to 

bring snacks on Sunday 

mornings! 

Anniversaries  
 
Scott & Sherry Kettner      4/6  33 yrs 
Russell & Carlene Rupp    4/8  29 yrs 
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Many dates to choose from throughout the summer.  Camp is 

for those ages 7 yrs.– 18 yrs. old.  Cost to attend camp is 

$420 or $390 if paid by May 15th.   

For more information and dates of sessions go to  

lutherhoma.com 

VBS will be held July 22nd ð 26th 6 ð 7:30pm 
 

For ages 4 yrs. to entering 5th grade.   
 

Volunteers are needed to help in various areas.  Please 
speak with Sheila if  you are available any evening during 

VBS.   
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Join the Prayer Chain:  
Do you need a special prayer?   Would you like 

to pray for others? 
Contact: 

   Julie Drumm 405-694-7478 

   Email Captain: drummb@gmail.com 

 

Requests can also be included in the Sunday service 

bulletin by calling the Church office at 340-0192. To be 

added to the phone or e-mail prayer chain contact 

Julie. 
 

“And pray  in the Spirit on all occasions with all 

kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, 

be alert and always keep on praying for all the 

Lord’s people.” -Eph 6:18 

Other Simple Ways to make a difference:  
{ŎǊƛǇ 
Next order is April 8th.  You can also order online at www.shopwithscrip.com. St. Mark's code is 

DCCAD255756L.. Any questions contact Judy Crabb. By purchasing Gift Cards through Scrip, the retailers 

give back a percentage. This money goes into an account to be used for youth retreats, conventions and sup-

ports the Lutheran Hour each year. It’s very simple to do! 

 
CŜŜŘ aȅ tŜƻǇƭŜ 
An ongoing food collection for the Hope Center of Edmond. Each month there is a suggested item(s). When 

you go shopping simply pick up a little extra and bring it to drop in the basket! Our church refers people to 

the Hope Center when they call requesting assistance.  

 
aƛǘŜ .ƻȄ /ƻƭƭŜŎǝƻƴ 
Save your change/Mites for the monthly LWML Mite Box Collection. Drop your mites in the giant mite box 

in the narthex. All money collected is used for missions projects/grants. Lutheran Women’s Missionary 

League has done some amazing things with pennies and dimes! 

 

Best Choice Labels  
LWML sends in Best Choice Labels.  For every 1,000 UPC labels they receive a bonus $60!  Easy money for 

labels you would otherwise throw away. 

 

Amazon Smile  

When ordering from Smile.Amazon.com. don’t forget to show St. Mark Lutheran Church as your charitable   

organization.  The church will receive a percentage of your purchase. 

/ƭŜŀƴƛƴƎ ¢ŜŀƳǎ 
ΧÓÔ 3ÁÔɂ,ÁÎÅȟ 7ÉÌÌÉÁÍÓ 
ΨÎÄ 3ÁÔɂ$ÒÕÍÍȟ "ÒÏ×Î  
ΩÒÄ 3ÁÔɂ (ÅÒÒȟ 7ÉÌÓÏÎ 
ΪÔÈ 3ÁÔɂ/ÖÅÒȟ 2ÕÄÁÔ 
ΫÔÈ 3ÁÔɂ!ÌÌ 4ÅÁÍÓ 
1ÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÒ ÃÏÎÃÅÒÎÓȟ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔ "ÏÂ Ǫ *ÕÌÉÅ 
$ÒÕÍÍ 
ΪΦΫȢΩΩΦȢΦΧΦί ÏÒ ΪΦΫȢάίΪȢέΪέή ÏÒ ÄÒÕÍÍÂΆÇÍÁÉÌȢÃÏÍ 
 

Can you help clean the church ? 
We have 4 different teams  and each team only cleans once a 

month.  Each team is made up of at least 2 families. We would like 

to add some more people on to our teams.  This is a great way to 

give of your time to the church.  On your assigned weekend you 

will clean either Friday or Saturday.  We have a checklist that 

shows all the items that need to be done and on your team day 

you split up the jobs.  If you would be interested in helping with 

this, please contact Bob or Julie Drumm drummb@gmail.com 

http://www.shopwithscrip.com
mailto:drummb@gmail.com
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Church  
   Council... 

.ƻƴƴƛŜ tƻƻƭŜ 
Financial Secretary 

 
James Dilley 
Heath Duncan 
John Over 
Trustees 
 
Brenda Duncan 
Kristine Murray 
Amy Wilson 
Ministry of Education 
 
Rose Lane 
Communications Director 
 

Bob Drumm 
Neil Hoecker 
Koey Keylon 
Bob Lane 
Russell Rupp 
David Seaman 
Russell Wantland 
Ministry of Elders 
 
Natalie Iver 
Chairman ̄  Child Dev. Ministry 
 
Marie Vandiver 
Financial Secretary ̄  Child Dev. Ministry 
 
Julie Drumm and  
Christine Williams 
Board Members ̄  Child Dev. Ministry 

CONSTITUTION &  
BY-LAWS  

If you are interested in 
obtaining an updated copy 
of the Constitution & By-
Laws of the Church, you 
can find a copy on the 

credenza in the Welcome 
Hall.  

TREASURERõS REPORT 
 

Monthly General Fund Giving Target:  $27,249 

  February 
 

                                        Total Income         $24,601.21 

                                             Expenses         -$24,110.36 

            

          February Surplus      +$   490.85 

  

General Fund Cash Balance 1/1/2018           $24,877.52 

                       YTD Total Income               $43,524.02 

                       YTD Expenses                     $47,019.85   

                        General Fund Balance:         $21,381.69 

 

2017-2018 
CONGREGATIONAL  
OFFICERS 

wƛŎƘŀǊŘ ²ƛƭǎƻƴ 
President 
  
/ƘǊƛǎǘƻǇƘŜǊ aƻǿŘŜǊ 
Vice-President 
 
[ȅƴƴŜŀ Dƭŀǎǎ 
Recording Secretary  
 
YŜƛǘƘ {ŎƘǊŜƛƴŜǊϝ  
ǘŜƳǇ ǳƴǝƭ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ 
ŦƻǳƴŘ 
Treasurer 

 

April Scriptures 
 
April 1stðIsaiah 25:6-9;  
1 Corinthians15:1-11; Mark 16:1-8 
 
April 8thð Acts 4:32-35; 1 John 1:1-2:2 
John 20:19-31 
 
April 15thðActs 3:11-21; 1 John 3:1-7; 
Luke 24:36-49 
 
April 22ndðActs 4:1-12;  
1 John 3:16-24; John 10:11-18 
 
April 29thðActs 8:26-40; 1 John 4:1-11; 
John 15:1-8 

CŜŜŘ aȅ tŜƻǇƭŜ 
April 

Canned Pasta Meals 
 

òThe King will reply, ôI tell you the truth, whatever you did 
for one of the least of these brothers of mine you  

did for me.ó Mt. 25:40 
Any questions, contact  

David and Elizabeth Seaman at 749-0314.   

Scripð Order on April 8th 

 
 Thank you everyone for your 
support!  Lots of cash and carry cards available 
for purchase! 
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&ÙÌÌÛÐÕÎÚɯÍÙÖÔɯ2Ûȭɯ+ÖÜÐÚȯ 

Itõs the home stretch.  Three weeks until Call Day!  

Thatõs when we find out where God is sending us to 

serve, first as a vicar, and hopefully as pastor the fol-

lowing year.  The seminary live -streams the service 

which will be on Tuesday, April 24 th  at 3:00 PM.  HERE 

is the link to the website and they should have a test 

feed up beforehand.  

I have finished all but two of my classes.  Now my focus 

shifts to the new mission field, its history, its current events and peo-

ple, and prayer for what God is doing there now and is going to do 

next.  I have so many hopes and expectations, most of which God will 

have to adjust or redirect.  But the one thing that I am certain of: if 

we are doing His will, the enemy will not be happy.  Pray for us that 

Satanõs plans and attacks will be brought to naught; that Godõs will 

will prevail where He is sending us.  

Much like the drivers of the car behind me in the photo, all of the 

preparation is complete, all of the engineering, training, data aquisi-

tioning, field testingé.done.  Now itõs time to race.  And if youõre go-

ing to race, you might as well decide to win.   

Thing is, weõve read the end of the book.  Good News, God wins! 

      In Christ,  

 

W. Jeff & Fadia Jenkins 

Concordia Seminary Student  

https://callday.csl.edu/
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OUR BOOK FAIR IS OPEN ð ONLINE !!  
http://www.scholastic.com/bf/stmarkslutheranpreschool  

 

Online fair is available April 3rd  through April 18th ! 
 

Benefits of shopping our ONLINE FAIR:  
 

       Over 300 titles that are priced $5 or less 
 

    Get your children the books they want to read 
 

    Extended selection for all - Preschool, Middle School, Young Adult!  
 

    Use the book fair app for easy shopping: scholastic.com/bookfairs/app  
 

     Items that are out of  stock at the fair are available online 
 

    Out of  town supporters can buy books to support the kids & school 
 

    FREE SHIPPING  orders ship directly to the school  
 

Remember, ALL purchases benefit our school! 

PLEASE VISIT OUR ONLINE FAIR TODAY!  

THANK YOU IN ADVANCE FOR YOUR SUPPORT!  
(All orders will ship directly to the school, pre-bagged with your name attached.) 

 

file:///C:/Users/St.Mark/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/1%20Fall%202017/scholastic.com/bookfairs/app
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Contact Us:  
If you would like to contact Pastor 
Erler, please call him at the Church 
office at 340-0192 or email pas-
tor@stmarkedmond.org. After hours 
or in case of an emergency he can 
be reached on his cell at 205-5551 
or at home at 844-4992.   
To reach our Preschool Director 
and DCE Sheila Rudat call 217-201
-1341 or e-mail at 
dce@stmarkedmond.org or pre-
school@stmarkedmond.org. 

WORSHIP SERVICES  
 Pastor Mark Erler 
 

 Sunday Services 

    Early Service  

      Traditional      8:15AM 

    Sunday School  9:30AM 

    Late Service     

    Contemporary 10:45AM 

Monthly Newsletter Deadline  
 

We encourage everyone to submit contributions for the {ǘΦ aŀǊƪ aŜǎǎŜƴπ
ƎŜǊ newsletter. If you have a short story, humor, quote, etcΧΣ please sub-
mit it along with its credits to the Church office. However, we need all ma-
terial by the 18th of every month in order to edit, compile and publish it. 
Help us make ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ a quality product to inform, educate and en-
lighten. 

St. Mark Lutheran Church & Preschool 
1501 N. Bryant Street 
Edmond, OK 73034 
Ph: 405.340.0192 
Fax: 405.340.0290 

Church Website: www.stmarkedmond.org 
Pastor Erler E-mail: pastor@stmarkedmond.org 
Church E-mail: office@stmarkedmond.org 

If you are absent or have a homebound friend, we have a 

live video feed of the services located at: 
https://www.microseven.com/tv/lv/ZpYwBgIxltp/St-
Mark-Sanctuary.html 

https://www.microseven.com/tv/lv/ZpYwBgIxltp/St-Mark-Sanctuary.html
https://www.microseven.com/tv/lv/ZpYwBgIxltp/St-Mark-Sanctuary.html

