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Mission
Statement
Here at St. Mark’s
Lutheran Church and
Preschool, we believe
in “Growing God’s

Family”. You will see
this mission state-

It is no secret to any of us that Valentine’s Day is this month. This is a time
of year when Hallmark and the florists do a lot of business, as many couples
try to be “romantic,” at least around the 14th. This is a time of year when
our thoughts turn to love.
But something else we observe this month is Ash Wednesday. On that day,
and throughout Lent, we remember the love God has for us; a love so great
He sent Jesus to die for us.

ment on our bulletins, business cards,
newsletter and other
printed correspondence. New nametags
are also available.
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I ask each of you to think of someone you care about: a friend, neighbor, co-worker, family member, someone who needs to hear the Gospel, someone
in your “Nineveh” as we discussed the last Sunday of January. We all know
someone who needs to hear or be reminded of what Jesus did for us on the
cross and in the empty tomb.
On February 18, we are observing Ash Wednesday, with the imposition of
ashes and individual absolution. As we begin to enter another Lenten season, think seriously about inviting someone to church with you this season. Let’s share the Gospel with those who need the comfort of its message. Let’s show our love, as Jesus showed His love for us.
God bless,
Pastor

Sunday Morning Refreshments
Because the donations for donuts did not cover the cost of
the donuts, the church is going to a schedule of volunteers to
provide Sunday morning refreshments. If you are interested
in preparing or purchasing a dozen or so treats for Sunday
Morning, please contact Sheila Rudat. She will put together
a schedule if enough people show interest.

Other Simple Ways to make a difference:

Scrip
Next order is December 6. You can also order online at www.shopwithscrip.com. St. Mark's code is
DCCAD255756L.. Any questions contact Kim Hill. By purchasing Gift Cards through Scrip, the retailers give
back a percentage. This money goes into an account to be used for youth retreats, conventions and supports
the Lutheran Hour each year. It’s very simple to do!
Support Our Troops
Support Our Troops sends packages overseas several times a year. They also take needed items to Ft. Sill.
They collect various items throughout the year. There is a collection box for reading materials and other
items in the narthex. Contact Merle Wagner if you have questions.
Feed My People
An ongoing food collection for the Hope Center of Edmond. Each month there is a suggested item(s). When
you go shopping simply pick up a little extra and bring it to drop in the basket! Our church refers people to
the Hope Center when they call requesting assistance.
Mite Box Collection
Save your change/Mites for the monthly LWML Mite Box Collection. Drop your mites in the giant mite box
in the narthex. All money collected is used for missions projects/grants. Lutheran Women’s Missionary
League has done some amazing things with pennies and dimes!

Save your ‘Trash’ to support
these projects:

Cleaning Teams
1st Sat—Lane, Williams, Johnson
2nd Sat—Long, Drumm
3rd Sat—Rudat, Herrs, Wilson
4th Sat—Over, Hallenbeck
5th Sat—All Teams
Questions or concerns, please contact Bob
& Julie Drumm
405.330.0109 or 405.694.7478 or
drummb@gmail.com

Paper Recycling
Bring your paper to the large green and yellow bin in
the parking lot. Our youth receive $10 for every ton
of paper that is recycled.
Pop Tabs
Bring your pop tabs from cans of soda to the jar on
the narthex credenza. Tabs are donated through
Thrivent to support the Ronald McDonald House.
Best Choice Labels
LWML sends in Best Choice Labels. For every 1,000
labels they receive a bonus $30! Easy money for labels
you would otherwise throw away.

Go to
smile.amazon.com
and register under
St. Mark Lutheran
Edmond. Make
sure you are
logged in to your Amazon account. Amazon will
give back .5% of all qualified purchases back to the
church! It is free to register and does not affect
anything else on your account!

Empty Ink Cartridges, Used Cell Phones &
Other Portable Recyclable Items
These items are recycled through LWML for money
that is used toward Missions projects/services. There
is a cell phone box in the narthex and a tote marked
LWML in the coat room for these items.
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February Scripture Readings

TREASURER’S REPORT
Monthly General Fund Giving Target:

Feb 1 Deut 18:15-20, 1 Cor 8:1-13, Mark
1:21-28.
Feb 8 Is 40:21-31, 1 Cor 9:16-27,
Mark 1:29-39
Feb 15 2 Kings 2:1-12, 2 Cor 3:12-13; 4:16, Mark 9:2-9
Feb 18 Joel, 2:12-19, 2 Cor 5:20b-6:10, Matt
6:1-6, 16-21
Feb 22 Gen 22:1-18, James 1:12-18, Mark
1:9-15

$26,331.00

December
Total Income
Budgeted Expenses
----------------

$62,207.43
$28,826.32
$33,381.11

General Fund Cash Balance 1/1/2014 $36,437.15
YTD General Fund Giving Surplus:
$13,864.21
------------------General Fund Balance:
$50,301.36

Feed My People
February
Soup and Crackers

“The King will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you
did for one of the least of these brothers of mine you
did for me.” Mt. 25:40
Any questions, contact David and Elizabeth Seaman
at 749-0314.
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LWML -MEETING TIME

Join the Prayer Chain:
Do you need a special prayer?
Call the Prayer Chain Contacts.

February 7th, , 2015

Lucille McShane at 341-8986

Email Captain: Mike Hill at hilljm@cox.net
Requests can also be included in the Sunday service bulletin
by calling the Church office at 340-0192. To be added to the
phone or e-mail prayer chain contact Lucille or Mike.

The first Sunday of each month is Mite Box
Sunday.

“And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of
prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and
always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.” -Eph
6:18

Now we can listen to
The Lutheran Hour on an OKC radio station!
KQCV at 800 on the AM dial will broadcast The Lutheran Hour each Sunday at
9:00 a.m.

Sundays at 9:30AM There are 2
Adult Bible Study classes currently.
Pastor Erler will be teaching a class
in the sanctuary—topic is Genesis
and Mike Hill is teaching the book
of James in the library.

Tuesdays at 10AM Join Pastor Erler in the

Jeff and Fadia Jenkins send out a heartfelt THANK YOU to the $150 donation to
Jeff’s seminary fund! The funds were donated from the earnings of winning the
Thrivent soda can tab contest!

church library for this weekday bible study class.

3rd Saturday at 8AM Men’s Study Bring your
breakfast and join in a study with other men. Contact the office if you have questions
340-0192

Laura Koch
Art Sterling
Rori Tuttle
Paulette Holstein
Julie Jones
Kylie Tuttle
John Foss
Frank Schneidinger

2/3
2/3
2/3
2/5
2/5
2/8
2/10
2/12

Lee & Bobbi Gans 2/12
Linda Jenkins
Titus Gachoki
Julia Wantland
LeAnn Towle
Jean Abrahamson
Prentess Alletag

2/13
2/14
2/15
2/21
2/23
2/23
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49yrs

Please contact the Church office if you are new to
the congregation or do not have your birthday and
anniversary dates on file. We apologize for any
omissions.

Sunday Snacks
If you would like to volunteer to provide refreshments on Sunday mornings
please sign up on the board on the credenza. Each volunteer just needs to
provide 2 dozen breakfast treats. They
can be homemade or store bought. All
items should be to church at 9:00am on
Sunday. If arrangement need to be made
when dropping off earlier, please speak
with Sheila.

T-shirts have arrived and have been
distributed. If you still want one,
we are placing another
order on
th
Feb. 9 . Please email Sheila at
dce@stmarkedmond.org
to place orders. Cost is
$15 a shirt.

Mega Monday
Bible Study @ 7pm
1st and 3rd Monday
Contact Mike or Kim Hill
With questions!

SUPPORT OUR TROOPS

Please keep our troops and their families in
your prayers. PLEASE update our addresses
for the troops. We know there have been a lot
of changes with our troops so please check the
prayer list in the bulletin and the address list in
the narthex of church. To add or remove someone from our list call the office at 340-0192 or email
office@stmarkedmond.org.
If you have any questions about what we do or
about the Warrior Transition Unit at Ft. Sill,
please call Merle Wagner 330-3017.

Lucille McShane would like to
thank everyone who donated
soda can tabs to the Thrivent
contest. We won 1st place and
received $150 in prize money!
The prize was donated to Jeff
Jenkins’ seminary fund. Great
work and THANK YOU!

Questions about the LCMS?

CHOIR PRAC T ICE
Do you like to sing? Would you like to sing your
praises to the Lord with like minded people? All
people, confirmation age and older, are welcome to
join the St.. Mark Choir! Contact Erica Erler for
more information!

The LCMS Church information Center is here to help you—the
member in the pew, the Church worker in a congregation, or the
nonmember with questions about the Church and its ministry —
in any way we can.

HAND BELL PRAC T ICE

888-THE-LCMS (843-5267)
This toll-free telephone number connects callers to real live people who will help you find information.

Call us

New faces are welcome. The only requirement to
join either group is a willingness to make a joyful
noise unto the Lord! Contact Erica Erler if you would
like to join!

Click us

Infocenter@lcms.org
Ask questions via e-mail.
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From the desk of Sheila Rudat, DCE ...

Youth Mini stry...

April 4th Easter
Egg Hunt

March
29th
Sunday
School
Bake
Sale

Lenten Meals

Please sign up for these dates in the
Narthex
2/25, 3/4, 3/11, 3/18, and 3/25

Wow Night
530pm
6

Winter Jam 2015 Tour

Preschool

Only $10 at the door!!
Chesapeake Energy Arena
Doors open at 5pm, show starts at
6pm.

Mother’s Day Out Program

“Introducing A Child to Jesus”

Preschool News…
Preschool is nearly at capacity! .Open enrollment for the public will begin on
February 17th. See Sheila for details.

Preschool
Board Meeting
March

Children’s Choir

The children 3 year through 4th grade
will be singing Sunday, November 9th.
Julia Wantland and Sheila Rudat will be
working with them during their
Children’s church time. It will great to
have the children to share their
musical talents with the congregation.
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Spiritual Service
by Carlene Rupp

As serving others becomes a more popular idea in society, many good things abound.
Companies have chosen charities to which a percentage of their revenue is committed;
High schools require service hours from youth which in turn gives them practical experience helping organized philanthropies, and of course there are more. But as Christians, it is important that we differentiate the service that Christ calls us to and the service which the world honors.
Martin Luther reminds us in his Epistle Sermon Vol II for the Fifth Sunday in Lent, that
Christ’s sacrifice for us was not material but spiritual; his adornment not visible by man
but apparent only to God. “It was not a visible sacrifice as at the hands of Aaron. Then
the goat or calf, the flesh and blood, were material sacrifices visibly offered,… But
Christ offered himself in the heart before God. His sacrifice was perceptible to no mortal.”
Perhaps you have worried that you are not doing enough in the area of serving. However, I would ask you to consider your life, and where you are in the seasons of life. Are
you caring for young children, an ill spouse, an elderly parent? Are you tackling enormous life changes which require all your effort to bring goodness to your family in
place of pain? Does it perhaps require a greater effort from you than the average man to
maintain daily running of your family and
your role at work? Is it incredibly difficult to hold your temper and replace a response
of anger with a response of kindness? Have you perhaps seen that without daily study of
the word and prayer you are unable to operate in a spirit of love toward others? Making
time for and putting forth energy to accomplish these things are also service but they are
serving in the spiritual world, not the material world and are, to use Luther’s words,
“beheld of God alone.”
As Christians, being aware of spiritual service in the lives of believers and its place
alongside material service (for material service is undoubtedly an important part of our
Christian lives) can keep us from judging or comparing or measuring one another’s service to God by what activities we can observe. If Christ’s sacrifice was truly “in the
heart” - be encouraged that when you serve another through work you have to do within
yourself, you are doing God’s work. And your spiritual service is seen by God as clearly
as your material service.
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WORSHIP SERVICES
Pastor Mark Erler

Sunday Services
Early Service
Traditional
8:15AM
Sunday School 9:30AM
Late Service
Contemporary 10:45AM

Contact Us:

If you would like to contact Pastor
Erler, please call him at the Church
office at 340-0192 or email pastor@stmarkedmond.org. After hours
or in case of an emergency he
can be reached on his cell at 2055551 or at home at 844-4992.
To reach our Preschool Director
and DCE Sheila Rudat call 217-201
-1341 or e-mail at
dce@stmarkedmond.org or preschool@stmarkedmond.org.

Monthly Newsletter Deadline
We encourage everyone to submit contributions for the St. Mark Messenger newsletter. If
you have a short story, humor, quote, etc…,
please submit it along with its credits to the
Church office. However, we need all material
by the 18th of every month in order to edit,
compile and publish it. Help us make this newsletter a quality product to inform, educate and
enlighten.

WORSHIP FOR SHUT-INS

If you, or someone you know, are home on Sunday mornings, Lutheran
Ministries Media, Inc. offers a program for shut-ins. The program can be
found on the following television services: DIRECTV Channel 377, DISH
NETWORK (check local listing) or TOTAL CHRISTIAN TELEVISION network —
TCT (check local listing); all broadcast on Sunday mornings. DIRECTV
Channel 377 airs at 10:30 Central time. All programs are a half hour in
length with no commercials and no reruns. This ministry is not a prerecording of a Sunday morning service but a special taping done just for
this ministry. For more information call 888-286-8002 or go to
www.worshipforshut-ins.org

St. Mark Lutheran Church & Preschool
1501 N. Bryant Street
Edmond, OK 73034
Ph: 405.340.0192
Fax: 405.340.0290

Church Website: www.stmarkedmond.org
Pastor Erler E-mail: pastor@stmarkedmond.org
Church E-mail: office@stmarkedmond.org
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