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Here at St. Mark’s  

Lutheran Church and 

Preschool, we believe 

in “Growing God’s 

Family”. You will see 

this mission state-

ment on our bulle-

tins, business cards, 

newsletter and other 

printed correspon-

dence. New nametags 

are also available. 
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The Trustees selected Saturday, March 29th as Clean Up Day at the 
church. All work will be done inside.   We will need help from the con-
gregation for cleaning windows, cleaning light fixtures, cleaning exit signs, 
replacing light bulbs, repairing 
vinyl base boards, replacing 
water stained ceiling tiles and 
moving chairs in the Sanctuary, 
etc.  Please contact Prentess 
Alletag, Derek Herrs or Rich-
ard Abrahamson if you have 
any questions. 

Well, it is official.  The Christmas/Epiphany season is long over.  The joys of the 

yuletide are now way behind us, and we find ourselves approaching the season of 

Lent.  Lent can be a depressing time of year, what with all the talk of sin, repen-

tance, Jesus’ death and all.  But it is important that we be reminded of WHY it is 

Jesus came and died, for He did all that to win forgiveness FOR US.   
  
Throughout the month of March, we are gathering here at St. Mark on Wednes-

days at 7 to think about and ponder this Lenten season.  Our midweek series of 

services this year is entitled, “The Lord's Prayer"  I hope you can all find time in 

your schedules to join us, as we journey from the cross to the empty tomb of 

Easter.  
  
Every season of the church year, even Lent, reminds us of how much Jesus loves 

us.  He loves us so much He was willing to undergo the trials of the cross, so that 

we would have eternal life.  Therefore, as we gather as a Christian family for 

Lenten services on Sundays and Wednesdays this month, let's do so reminded 

and thankful for what God has done for us. 
  
God bless. 
  
Pastor 
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The History of Saint Patrick 

St. Patrick of Ireland is one of the world's most popular saints.  Apostle of Ireland, born at 
Kilpatrick, near Dumbarton, in Scotland, in the year 387; died at Saul, Downpatrick, Ireland, 17 
March, 461.  Along with St. Nicholas and St. Valentine, the secular world shares our love of these 
saints. This is also a day when everyone's Irish. 

There are many legends and stories of St. Patrick, but this is his story.  Patrick was born around 385 
in Scotland, probably Kilpatrick. His parents were Calpurnius and Conchessa, who 
were Romans living in Britian in charge of the colonies.  As a boy of fourteen or so, he was captured 
during a raiding party and taken to Ireland as a slave to herd and tend sheep.Ireland at 
this time was a land of Druids and pagans. He learned the language and practices of the people who 
held him.  During his captivity, he turned to God in prayer. He wrote 

"The love of God and his fear grew in me more and more, as did the faith, and my soul was rosed, so 
that, in a single day, I have said as many as a hundred prayers and in the night, nearly the same." "I 
prayed in the woods and on the mountain, even before dawn. I felt no hurt from the snow or ice or 
rain." 

Patrick's captivity lasted until he was twenty, when he escaped after having a dream from God in 
which he was told to leave Ireland by going to the coast. There he found some sailors who took him 
back to Britian, where he reunited with his family.  He had another dream in which the people 
of Ireland were calling out to him "We beg you, holy youth, to come and walk among us once more." 

He began his studies for the priesthood. He was ordained by St. Germanus, the Bishop of Auxerre, 
whom he had studied under for years.  Later, Patrick was ordained a bishop, and was sent to take 
the Gospel to Ireland. He arrived in IrelandMarch 25, 433, at Slane. One legend says that he met a 
chieftain of one of the tribes, who tried to kill Patrick. Patrick converted Dichu (the chieftain) after 
he was unable to move his arm until he became friendly to Patrick.  Patrick began preaching the 
Gospel throughout Ireland, converting many. He and his disciples preached and converted thou-
sands and began building churches all over the country. Kings, their families, and entire kingdoms 
converted to Christianity when hearing Patrick's message.  Patrick by now had many disciples, 
among them Beningnus, Auxilius, Iserninus, and Fiaac, (all later canonized as well). 

Patrick preached and converted all of Ireland for 40 years. He worked many miracles and wrote of 
his love for God in Confessions. After years of living in poverty, traveling and enduring much suffer-
ing he died March 17, 461.  He died at Saul, where he had built the first church. 

Why a shamrock? 

Patrick used the shamrock to explain the Trinity, and has been associated with him and the Irish 
since that time. 

In His Footsteps: 

Patrick was a humble, pious, gentle man, whose love and total devotion to and trust in God should 
be a shining example to each of us. He feared nothing, not even death, so complete was his trust in 
God, and of the importance of his mission.    
Article from http://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=89  

http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=6170
http://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=371
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=8984
http://www.catholic.org/bible/book.php?id=52
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=6170
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=6170
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=11571
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5217
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5217
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=10963
http://www.catholic.org/prayers
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5217
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=6170
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=6170
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=1918
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=6170
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=2927
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=6170
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5217
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5217
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CONSTITUTION 

& BY-LAWS  
If you are interested in 
obtaining an updated 

copy of the Constitution 

& By-Laws of the 
Church, you can find a 

copy on the credenza in 

the Welcome Hall.  

TREASURER’S REPORT 
 

Monthly General Fund Giving Target:  $25,515.00 
 

January 
Total Income                                      $24,079.96          
Budgeted Expenses                                 $22,727.34 

---------------- 
                                                                       $1,352.62 

 
General Fund Cash Balance 1/1/2014:           $36,437.15  

YTD General Fund Giving Surplus:                  $1,352.34 

------------------- 
General Fund Balance:                                  $37,789.77 

2013-2014 

CONGREGATIONAL  

OFFICERS 

Kristy Theimer 

President 
  

John Over 

Vice-President 
 

Aimee Hallenbeck 

Recording Secretary  
 

Keith Schreiner 

Treasurer 
 

Rob Williams 

Financial Secretary 

March Scripture Readings 
Mar 2 Ex 24:8-18, 2 Pet 1:16-21, Matt 

 17:1-9 

Mar 5 Joel 2:12-19, 2 Cor 5:20b-6:10, 

 Matt 6:1-6, 16-21 

Mar 9 Gen 3:1-21, Rom 5:12-19, Matt 

 4:1-11 

Mar 16 Gen 12:1-9, Rom 4:1-8, 13-17, 

 John 3:1-17 

Mar 23 Ex 17:1-7, Rom 5:1-8, John 4:5-

 26 

Mar 30 Is 42:14-21, Eph 5:8-14, John 

 9:1-41 

 

Feed My People 
March 

Boxed Dinners 

 
They can always use canned meat, canned meals, PB, and canned 

soups. Thank you for your support of this  

worthy cause!  

 
“The King will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the 

least of these brothers of mine you did for me.” Mt. 25:40 

 

Any questions, contact David and Elizabeth Seaman at 749-0314.   

 

 



Congratulations 
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March Birthdays 
Patrick Ebeltoft 3/6 

Trey Rudat  3/6 

Jim Judd  3/9 

Ruth Avery  3/10 

Shawn Berg  3/11 

Max Towle  3/11 

Jennifer Herrs 3/16 

Ashley Hallenbeck 3/21 

Dana Hallenbeck 3/24 

Richard Wilson 3/24 

Merle Wagner 3/25 

Heinz Blossfeld 3/26 

March Anniversaries 
 

Celebrate. . .  

KEEP RECYCLING! 
Bring those papers to our recycle bin!  Bin is located 

in the parking lot. We make $10 for every ton! 

so, keep recycling!  

Join the Prayer Chain: 
Do you need a special prayer? 
Call the Prayer Chain Contacts. 

 

   Lucille McShane at 341-8986 

   Email Captain: Mike Hill at hilljm@cox.net 

 

Requests can also be included in the Sunday service bulle-

tin by calling the Church office at 340-0192. To be added 

to the phone or e-mail prayer chain contact Lucille or Mike.  
 

“And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds 

of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert 

and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.” 

-Eph 6:18 

LWML -MEETING TIME 
The next LWML meeting will be Saturday, March 1st, at 
11am in the Library.  All women and girls 12 or 
older are encouraged to attend and share in the won-
derful missions and ministries that we support - your 
help is welcomed and greatly needed.  We have Bible 
study, our business meeting, then share a tasty dessert 
and fellowship. If anyone has questions please contact 
Nona Hoecker. 

The first Sunday of each month is Mite Box  
Sunday. 

 
 

 Please contact the Church office if you are new 

to the congregation or do not have your birthday 

and anniversary dates on file. We apologize for 

any omissions.  

Elizabeth Hill  3/26 

Alyssa Koch  3/26 

Jenai Baker  3/29 

Elizabeth Behbood 3/29 

Eunhee Lee  3/29 

 

Sundays at 9:30AM There are 2 
Adult Bible Study classes currently.  

Pastor Erler will be teaching a 

class in the sanctuary—topic is 

Revelations and Mike Hill is teach-

ing the Book of Concord in the library. 
 

Tuesdays at 10AM Join Pastor Erler in the 

church library for this weekday bible study class. 
   

3rd Saturday at 8AM Men’s Study Bring your 
breakfast and join in a study with other men. 

Contact the office if you have questions  

340-0192 
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Y outh  Min i stry . . .  From the desk of Sheila Rudat, DCE ... 

Preschool 
Mother ’s  
Day Out  
Program 

Preschool Board Meeting 

Thursday, March 6th @ 630p 

“Introducing A Child  to Jesus” 

Preschool News… 
The preschool is celebrating Dr. Seuss birthday week 
Mar. 3rd – 7th.  Each classroom decorated their door to 
look like a Dr. Seuss book cover.  Please stop by and 
check them out.  We will have special snacks, guest book 
readers and lots of Dr. Seuss fun throughout the week. 

   

Thanks to everyone who participated in the “Young Investor Club Challenge” contest spon-

sored by LCEF.  They had over 768 participants from some fifty different congregations in 

Kansas and Oklahoma.  We started the contest late and only had 5 days before it closed but 

we did win one of the prizes.  I know that Oklahoma was giving away 14 prizes and we will 

find out on Monday, Mar. 3rd as to which one we won.  Thank you all for participating, we really 

appreciate it.  The winning money will be used towards our 2014 Vacation Bible School. 

Daylight Savings 
Spring Forward! 
Sunday, March 

9th! 
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Traditional Irish Corned Beef and Cabbage 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Put the brisket into a saucepan with the carrots, onions, 

mustard and the herbs. Cover with cold water, and bring 

gently to a boil. Simmer, covered, for 2 hours. Discard the 

outer leaves of the cabbage, cut in quarters and add to the 

pot. Cook for a further 1 to 2 hours or until the meat and 

vegetables are soft and tender. 

Serve the corned beef in slices, surrounded by the vegeta-

bles and cooking liquid. Serve with lots of floury potatoes 

and freshly made mustard. 
 
Source Information 
Reprinted with permission from 

 Irish Traditional Cooking by Darina Allen, (C) 1995 
(reprinted 2005) 

 4 lb corned brisket of beef 

 3 large carrots, cut into large chunks 

 6 to 8 small onions 

 1 teaspoon dry English mustard 

 large sprig fresh thyme and some  

      parsley stalks, tied together 

 1 cabbage 

 salt and freshly ground pepper 

 
The LWML is working with the Lutheran World Relief to put together fabric kits to send to 

countries and families in need.  They believe you can teach a person to sew and if you’ve given 

them tools they can use to earn an income, support their family,  they can and will break out 

of poverty.  Many of the thousands of Fabric Kits Lutheran World Relief distributes are used 

in vocational training programs to teach young men and women useful and marketable sewing 

skills. 

 

The LWML and Lutheran World Relief needs the following for each kit: 

 Cotton blend fabric that is 3 yards by 44 inches.   

 No 100% polyester or knits. 

 All fabric is to be new, unused, and free of stains and holes. 

 There may not be any type of religious, military, patriotic or messages on the fabric at all,  

 including camo of any sort. 

 2 spools of neutral color cotton thread. 

Please bring all items to the church office or an LWML member. 
 

 

 

 

http://www.amazon.com/Irish-Traditional-Cooking-Irelands-Heritage/dp/190492011X/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1234221536&sr=8-1
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St. Mark Lutheran Church & Preschool 
1501 N. Bryant Street 

Edmond, OK 73034 

Ph: 405.340.0192 

Fax: 405.340.0290 

Church Website: www.stmarkedmond.org 

Pastor Erler E-mail: stmarkluth@sbcglobal.net 

Church E-mail: stmarkoffice@sbcglobal.net 

Monthly Newsletter Deadline 
 

We encourage everyone to submit contributions 

for the St. Mark Messenger newsletter. If you 

have a short story, humor, quote, etc…, please 

submit it along with its credits to the Church 

office. However, we need all material by the 

18th of every month in order to edit, compile 

and publish it. Help us make this newsletter a 

quality product to inform, educate and enlighten. 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
 Pastor Mark Erler 
 

 Sunday Services 

    Early Service 

      Traditional         8:15AM 
    .. 

    Late Service  

      Contemporary 10:45AM  

WORSHIP FOR SHUT-INS 
If you, or someone you know, are home on Sunday mornings, Lutheran 

Ministries Media, Inc. offers a program for shut-ins. The program can be 

found on the following television services: DIRECTV Channel 377, DISH 

NETWORK (check local listing) or TOTAL CHRISTIAN TELEVISION network 

— TCT (check local listing); all broadcast on Sunday mornings. DIRECTV 

Channel 377 airs at 10:30 Central time. All programs are a half hour in 

length with no commercials and no reruns. This ministry is not a  pre-

recording of a Sunday morning service but a special taping done just for 

this ministry. For more information call 888-286-8002 or go to 

www.worshipforshut-ins.org 

Contact Us: 
If you would like to contact Pas-

tor Erler, please call him at the 

Church office at 340-0192. After 

hours or in case of an emer-

gency he can be reached on his 

cell at 205-5551 or at home at 

844-4992. 

To reach our Preschool Director 

and DCE Sheila Rudat call 217-

201-1341 or e-mail at stmark-

dce@sbcglobal.net. 


